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“Arkansas Alligator Farm Receives Art Donation”

The Arkansas Alligator Farm recently received a donated painting by local Hot Springs
artist Jon McWilliams.  "We are very honored to receive this painting," said Jack
Bridges, owner of the Arkansas Alligator Farm.  The painting is being donated by the
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association.

The donated painting shows three hungry alligators being enticed at feeding time by a
raw chicken--hence the painting’s title "Singing for Your Supper."  The painting depicts
the "singing" alligators that at one time resided at the Farm and which were the subject
of a number of popular color postcards in the 1930’s and '40’s.  The painting is one of
several original pieces appearing in a fund-raising cookbook published by the
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association.  "It only made sense to have that
particular picture on display at the Alligator Farm," said Darthy Tyrity, Association
Treasurer.

The Arkansas Alligator Farm is the oldest continuously operating tourist attraction in Hot
Springs.  It began life in 1902 and was created as a way to entertain tourists who came
to take hot mineral baths in the Spa City.  Over the years the farm has undergone a
name change and expanded, but the alligators have remained a constant fixture.  The
feeding of the alligators, a favorite subject of photos and cards over the years, remains
a stellar draw to this day.  The Farm’s live alligator shows are world famous and allow
visitors to watch over 170 alligators consume some 600 pounds of chicken each week. 
Feeding shows are presented during Arkansas' warmer months on Thursdays,
Saturdays and Sundays at noon.  The Alligator Farm also houses a petting zoo, a
mini-museum and a gift shop.

The Neighborhood Association solicited artwork from many local artists for inclusion in
its fund-raising cookbook, including the painting being donated to the Alligator Farm. 
The cookbook contains recipes from area residents while also telling much of the
Whittington Valley’s storied and colorful history. "Everyone has been very enthusiastic



about our cookbook," said Darthy Tyrity, one of the those responsible for putting the
cookbook together.  "And now after nearly two years, we have only a dozen or so
cookbooks remaining."  The non-profit Neighborhood Association, established in 1988,
promotes cooperation and mutual assistance among Valley residents. 

The donated painting was done by local artist Jon McWilliams.  A Hot Springs resident,
McWilliams has lived in Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi and Tennessee.  He attended
Memphis College of Art focusing on metal arts.  His work as been featured at the Henry
County Art Center in New Castle and he is represented by Verdigris in Hot Springs.

Those wishing to learn more about the Arkansas Alligator Farm can call Jack Bridges at
(501) 623-6172 or 1-800-750-7891.  Those wanting information about the Whittington
Valley Neighborhood Association or their cookbook can contact Darthy Tyrity at
624-2451 or visit the Association’s website at www.WhittingtonValley.com.


