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“Church’s Thanksgiving Food Drive Receives Donation  from
Neighborhood Association ”

Hot Springs’ Roanoke Baptist Church, located at 315 Whittington Avenue, has begun
its charitable Thanksgiving Food Drive.  The Whittington Valley Neighborhood
Association recently provided a cash donation to help fund this worthy community
activity.

According to Leon Massey, Senior Pastor at the Roanoke Baptist Church, the church’s
membership believes in helping the larger Hot Springs community.  "We have several
programs aimed at the less fortunate, with a specific focus on families and children,"
Massey explained.

The church’s "Willing Workers Ministry" oversees community outreach efforts.  These
include a student tutoring program for grade and high school students.  "Our youth
programs seek to improve learning skills, promote leadership and enhance
communication skills," Massey said.  "And being the holidays, we have a Christmas
play the children put on and a program to provide toys to needy children."

The church also provides clothing to those in need and assists those less fortunate with
a secret Santa program.  "Our holiday charity programs begin each year with our
Thanksgiving food drive," Massey added.  "Our church members prepare and distribute
boxes of food to needy area families. The boxes contain everything for a Thanksgiving
Day meal, including a turkey."

The Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association, hearing of the Church’s
Thanksgiving food drive, was determined to aid this worthy effort.  The non-profit
Neighborhood Association, established in 1988, promotes cooperation and mutual



assistance among Valley residents and with Hot Springs at large.  As John Lewis,
Association President, explained, "Our members decided to distribute all of the money
we collected in dues to charities that aid the needy this holiday season.  And making a
donation to the Roanoke Baptist Church, with all of the good things they have done in
Hot Springs for over one-hundred years, as well as being a vital institution in the
Whittington Valley, was a great choice that everyone supported."

In addition to its charitable giving, the Neighborhood Association has worked during the
past year to produce tangible benefits to the Valley and its many residents and visitors. 
"We partnered with the City Parks and Recreation Department to obtain a grant for new
bathrooms and playground equipment in Whittington City Park. If everything goes as
planned, these improvements should be in place by mid-2011," Lewis said.

"We also worked with City officials to implement a comprehensive traffic control plan
around the Federal Park," Lewis added.  "As a result speeding has been reduced and
the roadway is safer for runners and cyclists. We are very pleased with all the support
we have received from Hot Springs and its residents and we expect many more good
things to come in the new year." 

Those wishing to learn more about the Roanoke Baptist Church and its community
support programs can call the Church at (501) 624-7331.  Those wanting information
about the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association can contact John Lewis at (501)
538-0576 or visit their website, www.WhittingtonValley.com.


