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The Salvation Army Receives Donation from Neighborhood
Association

 The Salvation Army in Hot Springs recently received a cash donation
from the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association.  “The holiday
season is one of our busiest,” said Major Ronald C. Mott, Salvation Army
Corps Officer for Hot Springs.  “Just a few weeks ago we launched our
‘Bell Ringers’ campaign, which will continue through December 24th,” Mott
explained.  The Salvation Army’s familiar red kettles, staffed by dedicated
volunteers, are now throughout Garland County.  “Whether from donations
made to our bell ringers or from cash gifts like the one made by the
Neighborhood Association, monies collected help support The Salvation
Army’s numerous programs in Hot Springs,” Mott added.

 One such program is a year-round soup kitchen.  “Currently our
soup kitchen operates three nights a week and feeds over one-hundred
people,” Mott said.  The Salvation Army also has community assistance
programs open to the general public.  These programs include family
budgeting classes, public assistance referrals, a senior program, fellowship
groups and a thrift store.  “We have character building programs for
children through our ‘Adventure Corps’ and ‘Girl Guards’ and ‘Sunbeam’
programs,” Mott explained.  “We also provide assistance to people after
natural disasters or fires.” 

For the holiday season, The Salvation Army has set up an “Angel
Tree” where people take names off the tree and buy gifts for needy
children.  “We expect to provide gifts to 632 kids this year,” Mott said.  In
addition, the Angel Tree has the names of families who need food this
holiday season.  “Our goal is to provide these people with a gift card to
Bob’s Food City,” Mott added.  “We hope to feed 258 families this



Christmas.”
Given all the good The Salvation Army does for so many people in

Hot Springs, the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association was eager
to provide the charity with a cash donation.  The non-profit Neighborhood
Association, established in 1988, promotes cooperation and mutual
assistance among Valley residents and with Hot Springs at large.  “This
year we were truly fortunate,” said John Lewis, Association President. 
“Our ‘Welcoming Committee’--namely Verna Linder and Gayle Gantner--
did a phenomenal job of recruiting new members to the Association.  As a
result of their efforts our membership has increased from eighteen to over
fifty people.  Which means we collected more dues and were able to make
cash donations to three local charities this holiday season.  And one of our
long time members, Bob Maner, suggested that we support The Salvation
Army.  The idea received enthusiastic support from everyone in the
Association.  We are very pleased to aid such a worthy endeavor.”   The
Association's donation will be used to help feed needy families this holiday
season.

Those wishing to learn more about The Salvation Army in Hot
Springs and its many community programs, or wanting to make a donation
should contact Major Ronald C. Mott at (501) 623-1628.  Those wanting
information about the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association should
call WVNA President John Lewis at (501) 538-0576.

Special Note:  The official title of “The Salvation Army” requires that the
word “The” always be capitalized.


