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Church Charities Receive Donation from Neighborhood
Association

 Hot Springs’ First Presbyterian Church--whose motto is “the
church with a heart in the heart of the city”--has launched its charity
programs for 2010.  Under the guidance of Reverend Lacy Sellars, the
church is focusing its charitable activities on programs intended to aid
families and children.  The Whittington Valley Neighborhood
Association is helping fund these worthy community activities with a
cash donation.

As it has done for several years, the Church is providing warm
clothes to needy children with its “Winter Coats for Kids” program. 
“We give coats to children at First Step, Hillcrest Children’s Home as
well as several other childcare facilities in Garland County.  We also
purchase coats for individual kids when needed,” said the Church’s
Bargain Box co-chair Michael Carr.  “Last year we’ve provided coats to
over one-hundred sixty kids.  We hope to help even more children this
year.”

In addition the Church will be making a donation to the Project
Hope Food Bank.  Project Hope provides healthy and affordable food to
community programs and food pantries in and around Hot Springs. 
Project Hope is a volunteer-driven organization and operates from a
donated warehouse.  By keeping its costs low, Project Hope has



distributed more than 350,000 pounds of food to thousands of families
since opening in March 2009.

Finally, the Church’s “Hugs, Prayer and Food” Program supplies
needy families with food.  Through this program, under volunteer
supervision, deserving families are provided groceries for the holidays. 
“Our volunteers come across families in need almost every day,” said
the Church’s Bargain Box co-chair Vonni Ensz.

The members of the Whittington Valley Neighborhood
Association, hearing of the Church’s charity programs, wanted to aid
these worthy efforts.  The non-profit Neighborhood Association,
established in 1988, promotes cooperation and mutual assistance among
Valley residents and with Hot Springs at large.  As Mark Toth, the
Association’s Vice-President explained, “Our members are keenly aware
that some families are having a hard time this holiday season.  Our
members felt that making a cash donation to the church’s ‘Hugs, Prayer
and Food’ program is a great way to help the less fortunate in our
community.  The First Presbyterian Church has been an institution in
the Valley for one-hundred and twenty-four years and is committed to
helping the less fortunate through their numerous charitable programs.”

In addition to its charitable giving, the Neighborhood Association
has worked this past year to improve the quality of life for Valley
residents and visitors alike.  “We partnered with the City Parks and
Recreation Department to obtain a grant for new playground equipment
and bathrooms in Whittington City Park.  We also worked with the City
to control speeding around the Federal Park, thereby making the
roadway safer for runners and cyclists,” Toth said.  “We expect many
more good things to come in the new year.”  

Those wishing to learn more about the First Presbyterian Church
and its community outreach programs can call the Church at (501) 624-
5646, or the Church’s Bargain Box co-chair Michael Carr at (501) 767-
5844 or co-chair Vonni Ensz at (501) 760-2329.  Those wanting
information about the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
can contact Mark Toth at (501) 623-4283 or visit their website at
www.WhittingtonValley.com.


