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Neighborhood Association Supports City’s Efforts To Revitalize Local Park

The Hot Springs’ Parks and Recreation Department has received recognition for their ongoing
efforts to revitalize Whittington City Park.  The Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
recently presented a certificate of appreciation to the department for recent improvements in the
park.  First opened in 1973, Whittington City Park, located at 1201 Whittington Avenue, is Hot
Springs’ second oldest municipal park.  

“A few years ago we commissioned a report about the park,” said John Lewis, WVNA president. 
The non-profit Neighborhood Association works to promote and serve the needs of Valley
residents.  “Our report noted that the park had received no new equipment, no new facilities and
no new recreational upgrades in over a decade.  In fact, broken playground equipment had been
removed and, because of budgetary constraints, never replaced,” Lewis added.

The Association’s report noted that the park’s most popular amenity, a basketball court, was in
need of repair.   Lewis explained, “Once we brought this matter to the attention of Parks
Department, they made resealing and repainting the court a priority--despite the city’s tight
budget.  And today the court looks brand new.  Many community groups use the park for their
youth programs and I know of two local churches who are very pleased that the basketball court
has been resurfaced.”

Other improvements include placing covered trash cans in the park.  Several minor maintenance
issues have also been addressed.   “The Neighborhood Association has also been working with
the Parks Department to develop and implement several low-cost, innovative measures to
enhance nighttime security,” Lewis added.

The Neighborhood Association has also partnered with the Parks Department to file a grant
application to fund two additional improvements in the park: (1) new playground equipment and
(2) new bathrooms.  “These two projects, if they come to fruition, will greatly enhance the park’s
usability and recreational appeal,” said Mark Toth, WVNA vice president.  “They will also



improve the quality of life for the area’s residents and promote further continued reinvestment in
the neighborhood.  Public parks play a vital role in our community,” Toth added.

The Hot Springs’ Board of Directors recently enacted a resolution touting the many benefits
derived from the city’s parks.  These benefits include: building healthy, active communities;
increasing a community’s economic prosperity through increased property values, expansion of
the tax base, increased tourism, and crime reduction; and providing a place for children and
adults to connect with nature.

Whittington City Park serves all these functions.  “The park is used by Valley residents as well as
people from all over the city,” Lewis said.  “It’s a little park that people really enjoy.  And on
behalf of the Neighborhood Association, we want to thank all the hardworking people in the
Parks Department for taking an interest in our small park.  Everyone in the neighborhood is
grateful for their efforts to preserve and improve this wonderful community amenity.”

Those wanting more information about the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association should
visit the Association’s website at WhittingtonValley.com or contact the John Lewis, at
(501) 538-0576.  Those wishing to know more about the Hot Springs Parks and Recreation
Department can call the department at (501) 321-6871.


