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Subject: Groundbreaking Ceremony for Whittington City Park August 9th

Press Release For Immediate Distribution

Date: August 2, 2012

Media Contact:
Mark Toth, President, Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 1661, Hot Springs, AR 71902
Phone: (501) 623-4283
Website: www.WhittingtonValley.org
Email: markatoth@yahoo.com

"The Hot Springs Parks & Recreation Department and the Whittington Valley 
Neighborhood Association to Host Groundbreaking Ceremony at Whittington 
City Park"

On Thursday, August 9th, 2012, starting at 10:00 am, the Hot Springs Parks and 
Recreation Department and the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association 
(WVNA) will host a groundbreaking ceremony for facility improvements in 
Whittington City Park, 1201 Whittington Avenue. The ceremony will signify the 
continuing effort by the City of Hot Springs and the Neighborhood Association to 
improve and rehabilitate one of Hot Spring’s oldest municipal parks.

“The park first opened to the public almost forty years ago,” WVNA President Mark 
Toth said. “It is only fitting as the park approaches this significant milestone the 
community once again comes together to work on improving and revitalizing this 
popular public space. The Neighborhood Association is honored to be able to play 
a role in the groundbreaking ceremony and we extend our thanks to Jean Wallace, 
Director of the Hot Springs Parks and Recreation Department, as well as the Hot 
Springs Board of Directors, for their dedicated efforts to improve this park.”

Whittington City Park was first opened to the public in 1973. In 1990, the Arkansas 



Recreation and Parks Association awarded the park its “Facility of the Year Award” 
for the recycled geodesic dome installed over the park's concrete pavilion. In 2009, 
the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association--incorporating input from area 
residents--authored a report recommending improvements and upgrades to the 
park. In 2010 and again 2011, the Neighborhood Association made presentations 
to the Hot Springs Board of Directors requesting money to improve the park and its 
facilities; and in both instance the Board of Directors agreed to fund upgrades to the 
Park.

Over the next few months several major improvements will be made in Whittington 
City Park. These include: installing new playground equipment, benches and grills; 
burying overhead power lines; resealing the park’s existing basketball court; and 
placing new bathrooms in the park. Already completed improvements include 
repairing the pedestrian foot bridge that connects the park to the vehicle lots along 
Whittington Avenue.
These improvements are being funded through several sources, including a 2011 
Community Development Block Grant from the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. Additional funding is being provided by the City 
of Hot Springs.

The Neighborhood Association will serve light refreshments and snacks after the 
groundbreaking ceremony.

Arkansas FOIA Notice

It is possible one or more local elected officials, city officials, or other government 
officials (as defined under the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act) may attended 
this ceremony. This ceremony is intended as an opportunity for WVNA members, 
Valley residents and members of the public to meet and thank personnel from the 
Hot Springs Parks and Recreation Department and Hot Springs City officials for 
their efforts to improve Whittington City Park. However so as to avoid any possible 
claims of failing to comply with provisions of the Arkansas Freedom of Information 
Act, we are providing this notice to all local media outlets.

Members of the media are welcome to attended and report on events at the 
ceremony for their respective organizations.
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