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1.0  Executive Summary

1.01 During the Summer of 2008, the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association became
aware that facilities in Whittington City Park need repairing.  Members of the Association also
believed the park could benefit from additional recreational amenities.  The Association
subsequently formed a working group drawn from its membership.  This working group was
directed to produce a report recommending possible improvements and upgrades to the park.  In
producing its report, the working group sought input from Association members, area residents
and people who frequent the park.

1.02 At all times the Association was keenly aware that any proposed upgrades to the park be
consistent with the site's status as a “Neighborhood Park.”  After obtaining public input, the
Association determined that Whittington Park could benefit from the following repairs and
improvements:

• Highest Priority: Repave And Paint Lines on the Existing Basketball Court, estimated
cost: $15,000 (for asphalt resurfacing) to $40,000 (installation of a new concrete court);

• Highest Priority: Repair and Renovate On-Site Bathrooms, estimated cost: $5,000 (paint
and minor repairs) to $30,000 (major renovation) ;

• High Priority: Provide Equipment And Upgrade Shuffleboard Courts, estimated cost:
$1,000 for shuffleboard equipment, $2,000 for sign, $2,000-$4,000 for benches, and
$4,000 to $10,000 for shade covering;

• Medium-High Priority: Install A Horseshoe Pit, estimated cost: $5,000 to $12,000 per pit,
possibly less depending on design and location in park;

• Medium Priority: Expand Children's Playground with Additional Equipment, estimated
cost: $10,000 to $30,000 depending on the number and type of play equipment selected;

• Medium Priority: Replace Existing Barbeque Grills, estimated cost: $1,200 to $3,500;
• Medium Priority: Increase Security with Warning Signs and Surveillance Cameras,

estimated cost: $3,000 to $20,000;
• Medium Priority: Park Beautification, estimated cost for plantings: $6,000 to $12,000;

estimated costs for sidewalk and curbing: $15,000 to $25,000; 
• Medium-Low Priority: Install Pet Waste Clean-up Stations, estimated cost $800 to $1,400

for two stations;
• Medium-Low Priority: Replace Trash Barrels with Covered Trash Receptacles, estimated

cost: $3,000;
• Low Priority: Install Flagpole, estimated cost: $2,000.

1.03 The Neighborhood Association has identified several possible funding sources which
could be used to pay for these improvements.  These funding sources include:

• Use a portion of the $105,000 in proceeds from the recent sale of the city-owned lot at
236 Whittington Avenue;

• Apply for grants from the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism;
• Apply for a Community Development Block Grant;
• Appropriate funds from the City's Parks Department annual budget, including the
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Department's capital expenditure fund (for FY 2010 and later); and
• Appropriate funds from the City's Capital Improvement Budget (for FY 2010 and later).

2.0  Purpose of this Report

2.01 In mid-Summer 2008, the Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association (hereafter the
“Neighborhood Association”) learned that the Parks and Recreation Department of the City of
Hot Springs was considering improvements to Whittington City Park.  The city's Parks Advisory
Committee had suggested that the city construct a barrier-free playground.  Whittington City

Park was proposed as a possible site for
such a playground.  First Step School, a
non-profit organization that works
primarily with young children with
disabilities, supported construction of
such a barrier-free playground.

2.02 A barrier-free playground is
designed to be accessible to all children
regardless of physical disabilities.  With
input from special education teachers,
physical therapists and parents, barrier-
free playgrounds are intended to
provide children with disabilities with a
safe play experience and an opportunity
to interact with other children.

2.03 First Step School suggested
that it might underwrite some of costs of building such a barrier-free playground.  The Parks and
Recreation Advisory Committee and City Staff subsequently had preliminary discussions about
applying for state grants to finance the remaining construction expenses.  However, despite these
early efforts the playground was never built.

2.04 Even though a barrier-free playground was not built in Whittington Park, this experience
made the Neighborhood Association aware that the park could benefit from additional
improvements.  The Association is aware that funding for any upgrades or renovations may be
limited.  Nevertheless, the Association feels that a discussion about possible improvements could
prove useful in setting funding and development goals for the park.

2.05 This report is intended as a supplement to the study commissioned in 2000 by the City of
Hot Springs.  That earlier study, entitled the “Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
Master Plan,” was a 150-page assessment of Hot Springs’ municipal park system.  The Master
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Park Plan was a wide ranging analytical report employing multiple sources and methodologies,
including comparative statistical analysis and public surveys.  The Master Park Plan was:

 
...intended to be used as a guide for future... [park] development within the City of Hot
Springs through the early part of the 21st century....  [The plan] includes specific
recommendations for future land acquisition, park expansion, and park development to
serve the growing population and needs of Hot Springs....  This Master Plan should be the
basis for the future development and fiscal planning of the Hot Springs park system for
the next five to ten years.”1

2.06 By contrast, this report has far more modest goals.  First, the Neighborhood Association
wants to make city officials aware of the community’s desire for improvements to Whittington
City Park.  Secondly, the Association wants to ensure that when improvements are made to the
park, local residents and park visitors are given a voice as to which improvements are built.  The
Neighborhood Association believes that community input should be given significant weight
when deciding which improvements are made to the park.

3.0  Methodology

3.01 During the Summer of 2008, the Neighborhood Association created a working group
drawn from its membership.  This working group was charged with examining Whittington Park
and its amenities for the express purpose of proposing possible improvements and upgrades to
the park.

3.02 Members of the working group began by conducting an on-site inspection of the park and
generating a list of the park’s current amenities.  Using this list, the group determined which of
the park’s present facilities are in need of repair.  Finally, the working group solicited ideas about
possible upgrades to the park.  Input was sought from Association members, area residents and
people who frequent the park.  Opinions were sought from all age groups.  Input was received
from more than fifty people by way of informal, unstructured interviews.

3.03 In early Summer 2009, the working group generated a draft report which was submitted
for review to the Association’s Board of Directors and, later, to the general membership.  In
August 2009 this final report was ratified by a majority vote of the Association’s members.

1 “Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan: City of Hot Springs, Arkansas, August 2000"
[hereafter “Master Park Plan”], Carter & Burgess, Inc.: 2000, pg. 1-2.  Available online at: http://www.ci.hot-
springs.ar.us/pdfs/parks/parksmasterplan.pdf.

Page 4



4.0  Overview of Whittington City Park

4.01 Whittington City Park was first opened to the public in 1973 and, according to the
placard memorializing the dedication, development of the park was very much a community

effort.  Groups contributing to the
park’s construction included the Hot
Springs’ Boy Scouts, the Garland
County Dental Society, the Ouachita
Job Corps, the Junior Auxiliary, as
well as many other groups and
individuals too numerous to
mention.  In 1990, the Arkansas
Recreation and Parks Association
awarded the park its “Facility of the
Year Award” for the recycled
geodesic dome installed over the
park's concrete pavilion.  In 1997,

with elected City officials playing a prominent role, the park was rededicated.

4.02 The park is owned by the City of Hot Springs and consequently is exempt from property
taxes.  The park and its facilities are operated and maintained by the City’s Park and Recreation
Department.

4.03 Whittington City Park is situated on rectangular plot
approximately 5.2 acres in size.2  It is bounded on two sides by
public roads (Whittington Avenue to the north and Walters Street
on the south) and by the Hot Springs’ City Limit to the west.

4.04 The park is screened by mature trees on the east and west
ends.  The park is situated in a mostly residential area with either
single family homes or apartments in the immediate vicinity.
There is some commercial development to the east on Whittington
Avenue.  The surrounding terrain is mostly wooded.  Access is
from Whittington Avenue and Walters Street. 

4.05 Generally the site is flat or gently sloped; however a deep
and narrow streambed bisects the park west to east. The U.S.
Geological Survey (U.S.G.S.), a division of the Department of the
Interior, maintains a combination water flow/rainfall gauge in the
eastern end of the streambed.  The gauge has a satellite up-link
and provides real time data to various federal and local
government entities about possible flood events.  The gauge is
part of a larger early warning system maintained jointly by the

2 “Master Park Plan,” pg. 89 (reprinted as Appendix A to this report).
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U.S.G.S. and the City of Hot Springs.3

4.06 Approximately one-fifth of the park site is employed for off-street parking; the remainder
is used for recreational purposes.  The recreational part of the park is fairly well cleared of trees
and has mature grass as ground cover.

4.07 Given its relatively modest size and limited amenities, Whittington Park cannot be
considered a “Destination Park” akin to the city’s “Entergy Park” or “Kimery Park.”  The athletic
and recreational facilities at Whittington Park are modest.  For example, Whittington Park has
only one unlit league baseball field while the much larger Kimery Park has four lit softball fields
with bleachers, dugouts and scoreboards.  The much larger Kimery Park is capable of hosting
multi-team regional baseball tournaments, including night games, while Whittington Park--with
just one unlit field--is best suited to daytime friendly softball contests.  And unlike Entergy Park
which has some thirty acres, Whittington Park’s modest size and amenities makes it a poor
choice to host large public events like a citywide Fourth of July fireworks display.  Given its
amenities, location and size, Whittington Park is best described as a “Neighborhood Park” rather
than a “Destination Park.”4

4.08 The Neighborhood Association is aware that any upgrades to Whittington Park must be
consistent with the site’s current amenities, modest size and character as a “neighborhood park.”
It would be inappropriate, for example, to propose that a high traffic attraction such a swimming
pool be built in a “neighborhood park.”

4.09 Finally, despite its modest five acre size, Whittington City Park is quite popular with the
public.  A survey of city residents conducted in 2000 established that Whittington Park was, at
that time, one of Hot Springs’ most frequented municipal parks.  According to this 2000 survey,
Whittington City Park was more popular than many other larger city parks, even when compared
against those with more varied amenities.  For example, Whittington Park was ranked as more
popular than Kimery Park--even though Kimery was three times larger, had soccer fields,
softball fields and tennis courts and had several organized sports leagues.  In comparison
Whittington Park’s amenities are limited to one unlit baseball field, one basketball court and one
shuffleboard court; and unlike Kimery Park, it hosts no organized sporting activities.  Yet despite
its more modest facilities, the 2000 survey showed Whittington Park to be more popular by a
wide margin.5  Moreover, according to this 2000 survey, Whittington Park drew almost a third of

3 U.S. Geological Survey, “Hydrologic Monitoring for the City of Hot Springs Early Flood Warning Information
System,” 2008.  Available online at: http://ar.water.usgs.gov/PROJECTS/HotSpringsFlood.html.

4 This designation echoes the one advanced in the city’s Master Park Plan which differentiated Hot Springs’
municipal parks by several factors including size, service area and amenities.  The categories advanced in the
Master Plan ranged from small “mini-parks,” to modest “neighborhood parks,” to larger “Community Parks,” to
still larger “Regional Parks.”  Whittington Park was designated a “neighborhood park” (p.89).   A “neighborhood
park” was defined as “...serv[ing] a variety of age groups within a limited area or ‘neighborhood.’  They range in
size from 1-5 acres and generally serve residents within a ¼ to ½ mile radius.  The neighborhood park is an area
for active recreation such as field games, court games, playgrounds, picnicking, etc.  Facilities are generally
unlighted and there is limited parking, if any, on site [pg. 85].”

5 “Master Park Plan,” pg. 101 (reprinted as Appendix B to this report).  21% of survey respondents frequented
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its visitors from outside its immediate area; in other words, the park was popular with both
neighborhood residents and those living some distance away.  Yet despite its popularity with the
general public, Whittington City Park has not received any new equipment, no new facilities and
no new recreational upgrades over the last ten years.  Moreover, major repairs at the park--such
as repaving the basketball court--have been deferred.  Meanwhile the city has pursued a policy of
aggressive park expansion, constructing several new parks and adding new recreational
amenities to the city's other existing parks.  Whittington City Park deserves to reap some tangible
benefits from the city's aggressive park expansion and improvement program--a program that for
more than ten years has ignored Whittington Park.

5.0  Current Park Amenities

5.1 Whittington City Park
provides both on- and off-
street parking for visitors.  To
the south, there is abundant
on-street parking along
Walters Street.  Located on
the north side of the site,
accessible from Whittington
Avenue, are two large gravel
parking lots.  The two lots
along Whittington Avenue
combined have space for
approximately twenty-five
(25) vehicles, including
several marked spaces for

handicapped visitors.

5.02 A small squat
concrete block structure is
located between the two
parking lots along Whittington
Avenue.  This structure houses
seasonal bathrooms, one male
and one female.   A bicycle
rack is also located near the
bathrooms.

Whittington Park; no other park had a higher utilization rate.  Only 16% of respondents frequented Kimery Park.
For a list of amenities at Kimery Park, see “Master Park Plan,” pg. 55; for a list of sports programs see pg. 75;
for the statistics on local versus non-local visitor ratios at Whittington Park, see p.101.
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5.03 A fairly deep streambed separates the
gravel parking lots along Whittington
Avenue from the park’s recreational
improvements.  A wide wooden footbridge
provides access between the gravel lots and
the park’s greensward.  During periods of
heavy rain, the streambed may fill with
rapidly running water.  The streambed is
not intended for recreational use.

5.04 Near the footbridge is a large
covered circular pavilion approximately
thirty feet across and twelve feet tall.  The

pavilion is metal, has a concrete floor and is open on all sides.  Wooden picnic tables are located
inside and open trash barrels are nearby.  Amenities in the pavilion include a single overhead
fluorescent light fixture, one electrical outlet and one freestanding metal cooking grill/barbeque
located along the pavilion’s east side.  Individuals or groups can rent the pavilion for special
events.  The charge for city residents is ten dollars ($10.00) per hour; non-residents pay twenty
dollars $(20.00) per hour.

5.05 The eastern third of the park
is mostly greensward: a large open
area with grass as ground cover with
several concrete picnic tables, three
freestanding metal barbeque grills,
and a modest asphalt path.
Currently this portion of the park is
a common area suited to a variety of
uses such as picnics as well as
friendly touch football games or
other unstructured family activities.

5.06 Directly south of the covered
pavilion is a small playground.  The
playground is defined by landscape
timbers.  The play area seems geared for
toddlers and young children.  The only
amenity is a large four-seat swing set.
The swing set is exceptionally sturdy; it
is made from heavy gauge smooth steel
tubing and the legs are firmly secured
into the ground.  The safety surfacing
under the swing set is small loose gravel
(commonly called “p-gravel”).
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5.07 Located in the middle of the
park is a full-sized basketball
court.  Surrounded by a ten-foot
tall chain link fence, the court has
two basketball hoops with
backstops and an asphalt court
surface.  Access is through two
gates located in the middle of the
court.  The court lacks any painted
lines delineating in and out-of-
bounds and the free-throw lines.

5.8 Also located in the middle of the park, near the covered pavilion and the basketball
court, are two side-by-side shuffleboard courts.  These courts were originally built for the
Arkansas Senior Olympics.  These are the only public shuffleboard courts in Hot Springs.6

Surrounded by a three-foot high
chain link fence, each shuffleboard
court has full markings on a smooth
concrete surface.  However, there is
no shuffleboard equipment available
on-site.  Furthermore, the Hot
Springs’ Parks Department does not
have any shuffleboard equipment
available for use or rent.  A set of
shuffleboard equipment is somewhat
pricy (a quality set costs at least one-
hundred sixty dollars) and is not
readily available at local retailers;7

consequently it is unlikely that a
typical park visitor will possess the equipment necessary to use and enjoy this amenity.
Accordingly the shuffleboard courts are rarely used.

5.09 A dixie league baseball field is located on the western third of the park.  The baseball
field is regulation size and has grass as a ground cover.  A three-foot tall chain link fence
surrounds the entire playing field and there is a batting cage over home plate.  On site amenities
include a centerfield scoreboard, spectator bleachers, covered field-level dugouts and permanent
regulation-sized bases.  The field is unlit.

6 “Master Park Plan,” pg. 67.

7 See for example Amazon.com.  A “Heavy Duty Shuffleboard Set” by “Recreation Enterprises,” has a list price of
$270.00 and is currently on sale for $154.39 plus shipping; or an “Institutional Shuffle Board Set” by “Allen R,”
has a list price of $200.00 and is currently on sale for $159.95 plus shipping (sale prices as of July 5, 2009); at
http://www.amazon.com/Set-Institutional-Shuffleboard-Lawn-Games/dp/B002EB63H2/ref=sr_1_9?ie=
UTF8&s=sporting-goods&qid=1246763743&sr=1-9 and http://www.amazon.com/Set-Heavy-Duty-Shuffleboard
-Games/dp/B0000BYQBV/ref=sr_1_2? ie=UTF8&s=toys-and-games&qid=1246762784&sr=8-2.
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5.10 An asphalt walkway encircles a sizable portion of the park.
This walking trail covers a circuit of approximately one-sixth mile8

and connects many of the park’s facilities including the basketball
court, the covered pavilion, the shuffleboard courts and the gravel
parking lots along Whittington Avenue.  Other amenities in the
park include a drinking fountain, two message boards and
numerous fixed concrete picnic tables.

8 “Master Park Plan,” pg. 62.
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6.0  Recommended Upgrades and Improvements

6.01 Below is a list of proposed upgrades and repairs to Whittington City Park recommended
by the Neighborhood Association.  Each proposed improvement is the result of community
feedback and was advanced by respondents who frequent Whittington Park during informal
interviews.  A cost estimate is provided for each improvement.  The list of recommended
improvements is ranked from high priority to low priority.

6.02 In determining the relative rankings, there was a strong consensus among the
Association's members that repairing the park's existing facilities should be given priority.
Consequently, when the choice was between adding a new amenity or repairing an existing
feature, preference was given to repairing the existing feature.  Similarly, priority was given to
those improvements that will compliment the park's existing amenities or make an existing
amenity easier to use.  Added consideration was also afforded to those improvements most often
mentioned by park visitors.  And in all instances, the Association was aware that any upgrades
and improvements must be consistent with the site's character as a “neighborhood park.”

Highest Priority: Repave And Paint Lines on the Existing Basketball Court
6.03 Almost every park visitor interviewed suggested that the existing basketball court should
be repaved.  This was the improvement most frequently advocated by park visitors.  The
basketball court is one of the park's most popular amenities and is used by children, teens and
young adults.  The existing court surface is asphalt but it
is in very poor condition.  The playing surface is cracked,
uneven and overgrown with weeds.  Also, the court has no
markings for in- and out-of-bounds or the free-throw
lines.  The cost of repaving and applying the appropriate
markings to the basketball court will depend on the type
of playing surface installed.  Applying a new asphalt
surface will be substantially less expensive than installing
a new concrete court; however an asphalt playing surface
is less durable and subject to cracking and weed
infiltration--proven by the current condition of the court.
Also, because an asphalt court will be black while a
concrete court will be white, an asphalt court will be
much hotter during the summer and is far less likely to be
used during the hottest parts of the day.

6.04 The estimated cost for repaving the basketball
court range between $15,000 and $40,000.9  Resurfacing the existing court with asphalt will be
the least expensive option while tearing out the court and pouring a new concrete slab will be the
most expensive option.  Applying new asphalt over the existing court, if done properly, should
provide approximately ten years of serviceable life; a concrete court should have a serviceable

9 Price estimates are based on those in the “Master Park Plan,” pg. 118.  In 2000, the Park Plan estimated
construction costs of a new basketball court at between $40,000 and $50,000.
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life of twenty-five to forty years.  It is the recommendation of the Neighborhood Association
that, provided sufficient funding can be found, a new concrete basketball court is preferable to
merely resurfacing the existing court with asphalt.

Highest Priority: Repair and Renovate On-Site Bathrooms
6.05 Most visitors commented on the poor state of the park's seasonal bathrooms.  Comments
ranged from “...not very clean,” to “...dark,” to “....downright scary.”  Upon first inspection by
the Neighborhood Association's
working group in June 2009, it was
noted that the exterior fascia boards
along the roof line were rotted; park
personnel have subsequently
undertaken repairs to the facia.  Inside,
the bathrooms show signs of heavy
use and deferred maintenance.  The
bathrooms could benefit from a
general renovation: cleaning and
painting; upgrading to tamper-
resistant automatic lights; and
installation of tamper-resistant durable
plumbing fixtures such as stainless
steel commodes and sinks.  On the
exterior, a new coat of paint would
significantly improve the bathroom's appearance.  The estimated costs of renovating the
bathrooms is between $5,000 and $30,000 depending on the extent of the repairs and renovations
undertaken.10

6.06 It is the recommendation of the Neighborhood Association that at a minimum tamper-
resistant lighting should be installed in the bathrooms and the interiors need to be cleaned and
painted.  Ideally, if funding is available, automatic interior and exterior lights should be installed,
the exterior should be painted, the current bathroom fixtures should be upgraded to more durable
tamper-resistant stainless steel models and security equipment should be installed to monitor
against vandalism.

High Priority: Provide Equipment And Upgrade Shuffl eboard Court
6.07 Many park visitors expressed their desire to use the shuffleboard courts in Whittington
Park. And as was stated earlier, these are the only public shuffleboard courts in Hot Springs.
However to use the courts visitors need to supply their own shuffleboard equipment--which can
cost upwards of several hundred dollars.  The Hot Springs' Recreation Department does not have
any shuffleboard equipment available for public use; and the only local organization with such
equipment, Arkansas Senior Arkansas, does not make their equipment available to the general
public.  Ideally, the city's Recreation Department should have several sets of shuffleboard

10 Price estimates are based on those in the “Master Park Plan,” pg. 118.  In 2000, the Park Plan estimated
construction costs of a new bathroom at between $25,000 and $100,000.
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equipment available for rent; and a sign on the court should inform park visitors about the
availability of such equipment.  It is estimated that five (5) sets of shuffleboard equipment will
cost about $1,000; and that a durable sign mounted nearby explaining how to rent such
equipment should cost no more than $2,000.  Aside from these direct costs, the city's Recreation
Department would have to administer the equipment rental program; however the annual costs
associated with such a rental program should negligible.  Therefore the Neighborhood
Association recommends that the city's Parks and Recreation Department establish a
shuffleboard equipment rental program and that a sign be placed on the shuffleboard court
informing people about the rental program.11  Moreover, the Association recommends that rental
rates be kept as low as possible so as to encourage use of the courts; perhaps with rates as low as
five dollars a week plus a twenty dollar refundable security and damage deposit.

6.08 The Neighborhood
Association also recommends
that durable benches be placed
at both ends of the
shuffleboard court.  Preferably
some of the  benches should be
covered so as to provide relief
from the sun on hot days to
players during the course of
each game.  It is estimated that
the cost of durable benches
will be between $2,000 and
$4,000, depending on the

number and type of benches installed.12  It is estimated that providing shaded coverings for the
benches would, depending on the materials used and the size of the covers, could cost an
additional $4,000 to $10,000.

6.09 The Neighborhood Association also recommends that the city's Recreation Department
actively encourage public use of the courts, possibly with tournaments or a “shuffleboard league”
akin to the city's existing Adult Softball Program and Youth Soccer Leagues.  With proper
promotion--and assuming that the registration fees are either waived or kept very low--the
Association believes that such “shuffleboard leagues” will have broad appeal with the city's
senior and/or less athletically inclined citizens, populations that are currently under-served by the

11 One Neighborhood Association member proposed that if the Hot Springs' Recreation Department is unable to
administer such a shuffleboard equipment rental program, a possible alternative would be to make the equipment
available for rent or use through the Garland County Public Library.

12 An internet search shows that park benches, whether made from concrete or metal, cost between $300 and
$1,000 each.  See for example, a 7.5 foot long Flat Concrete Flat Bench is $518.00 plus shipping at
www.benchesbenchesbenches.com/Customkititems.asp?kc=E154%2D1205; a 6 foot long Commercial U-Leg
Perforated (Metal) Bench Without Back is $636.00 plus shipping at http://www.parkbenchsource.com/sales-
catalog/commercial-park-benches/perforated-uleg-bench-4ft; and a 8 foot long Plastisol Coated Rolled Wire
Style Bench is $295.00 plus shipping at http://www.belson.com/wrpcb.htm (all prices as of July 14th, 2009).
Final costs will be higher because the quoted prices do not include installation costs.
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city's existing youth-oriented recreation programs.

Medium-High Priority: Install A Horseshoe Pit
6.10 Several park visitors voiced concern over the lack of recreational amenities for adults and
seniors.  This complaint is especially germane given Hot Spring's large senior population.  As is
stated in the Master Park Plan, “Hot Springs is a City that is not indicative of the population
trends seen by most cities.  Hot Springs has a significantly …. older population....  when
compared to the national … and State average[s]...[sic].”13  According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, almost a quarter of Hot Springs' population is over sixty-five; by way of comparison,
just over twelve percent of the U.S. population is over sixty-five years of age.14

6.11 The park's existing recreational facilities such as the swing set, basketball court and
baseball field are mostly used by children, teens and young adults; there is a noticeable lack of
recreational opportunities for older park visitors.  Among those expressing concern over this
issue, there was a consensus that a horseshoe pit (sometimes called a “pitching court”) would be
a desirable addition.  An internet search shows that horseshoe pits are a common and popular
amenity at many municipal parks.15  And while Hot Spring's own Family Park already has
horseshoe pits, those pits are located quite some distance from Whittington City Park.  And
unlike the existing shuffleboard court in Whittington Park, players can supply their own
equipment at minimal cost.  A set of tossing horseshoes can be purchased for as little as ten to
twenty dollars at local retailers such as Walmart.

6.12 There are many possible designs for horseshoe pits.  Some require only a stake in the
ground and a backboard to stop wayward horseshoe tosses.  Others designs are more elaborate.

6.13 A regulation-sized horseshoe pit is forty-eight feet long and six feet wide.  A fourteen
inch tall backboard is standard at each end with a sand pit surrounding each horseshoe stake.  If
multiple pits are to be built together, it is recommended that they be placed at least ten feet apart
so as to eliminate distractions and improve safety--and preferably they should be placed twelve
feet apart.  Finally, some type of protective fencing should be placed around the horseshoe pits.16

13 “Master Park Plan,” pg. 83.

14 According the U.S Census Bureau, 12.6% of the U.S. population is over sixty-five years of age; in Hot Springs,
23.2% of the population is over sixty-five.  See the U.S. Census Website, http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/
states/00000.html (for U.S. national population statistics) and http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/05/
0533400.html (for Hot Springs population statistics).

15 See for example, “Horseshoe pits come to Keefer Park: Volunteers play key role in Hailey project” at the Idaho
Mountain Express website (www.mtexpress.com/index2.php?ID=2005126200); “Nine Horseshoe Pits at Triad
Park” at the Forsyth County, North Carolina government website (www.co.forsyth.nc.us/PARKS/
triad_horseshoes.aspx); “Horseshoe Pits at Endora Park,” at the Fort Collins, Colorado municipal government
website (www.fcgov.com/parks/rentals5.php); “Meridan Park adds Tennis Courts, Horseshoe Pits, Picnic
Shelters” at the Boise Idaho Statesman website (www.idahostatesman.com/westada/story/814023.html); and
“Ways to Entertain Guests [and Yourself] in Tucson: Reid Park Zoo/Reid Park” at the sundevils.com website
(www.sundevils.com/arizona-vacations/ways-to-entertain-guests-and-yourself-in-tucson.html).

16 See, for example, the discussion of the layout, orientation and safety issues of a regulation “horseshoe pitching
court” at http://www.missouriscenicrivers.com/horseshoepitplans.html.
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6.14 An ideal location for a horseshoe pit in Whittington Park would be just east of the
existing basketball court.  This location has several advantages.  First, this site is fairly flat and
level--a factor that will reduce site preparation expenses.  In addition, the existing chain-link
fencing around the basketball court could pull double-duty and function as a protective barrier
along one side of the horseshoe pit--again, reducing construction costs.  Also, this location will
not impact any of the park's existing recreational amenities.  For example, none of the walking
paths will have to be relocated; and the basketball court and the children's playground, which are
located nearby, will be unaffected.  Finally, this site is near the park's covered pavilion, the
drinking fountain and the restrooms.  The covered pavilion affords a place for players to rest and
get out of the sun between games and the fountain can provide drinking water to thirsty players.

6.15 The cost of
constructing horseshoe
pits will depend on
several factors,
including the number
of pits built, their
location, the playing
surface installed and
the overall design.  It
is estimated that
constructing one
regulation horseshoe
pit with a concrete
player area, wooden
backboards, two
sanded stake boxes and
the recommended
chain-link safety

barrier could cost between $5,000 and $12,000 depending on its placement in the park.
Constructing additional horseshoe pits would, of course, increase the cost of construction.  If the
playing surface were grass or gravel rather than concrete, and if the pits were half-regulation size
(twenty four feet long rather than forty-eight feet long) construction costs could be substantially
lower.

6.16 It is the recommendation of the Neighborhood Association that in order to meet the needs
of Hot Spring's older adult population, at least one and possibly several horseshoe pits be built in
Whittington Park.  It is not necessary to build a regulation-sized horseshoe pit; rather several
smaller half-sized horseshoe pits could serve the community equally well.

Medium Priority: Expand Children's Playground with Additional Equipment
6.17 Several visitors praised the park's existing swing set; others voiced a desire for additional
playground equipment.  Several parents suggested that a slide would be “...nice to have.”
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Others suggested installing still other types of playground equipment.  At least one visitor
commented that Whittington Park had at one time a set of spring riders.  These playground riders
were removed when they broke despite repeated repairs.

6.18 Durable playground equipment varies in price but can be quite expensive.  A slide with a
raised platform can cost $10,000 or more.17   Other pieces of equipment can be equally expensive
once installation and site preparation costs are included.  Also, any new playground equipment
must be placed over a safety surface, which can double the final cost.  Due in large part to
concerns about potential injuries, the city's Park Department no longer places traditional
playground equipment such as merry-go-rounds, jungle gyms or see-saws in public playgrounds.
The Parks Department has recently begun placing “Xtreme” branded equipment in the city's
playgrounds.  Such equipment is designed to be durable and limit potential injuries.  Such
equipment emphasizes running, jumping and balancing activities; and encourages physical
activity over passive sitting.  Such equipment has been placed in other city parks and children
who play on the equipment give it high marks.

6.19 The current
playground in Whittington
City Park is home to a large
swing set that uses the entire
safety surface.  The addition
of any new playground
equipment will require
expansion of the safety
surface and play area
boundary. It is important to
keep in mind, however, that
Whittington Park is a small
neighborhood park just five
acres in size; the construction of a large playground could easily overwhelm the site and displace
many of the park's existing amenities.  Several Association members expressed concern that
expanding the playground should not come at the expense of the park's eastern greensward.  The
greensward is a large open area with grass suited to a variety of family and social uses such as
picnics as well as friendly touch football games or other unstructured activities.  Ultimately
Whittington Park should serve all age groups.  Consequently, the Neighborhood Association
recommends that, consistent with the site's character as a “neighborhood park,” any expansion of
the existing playground be modest.  The Association recommends that only two or three
additional pieces of playground equipment be added to the park's existing playground and that
the eastern greensward be preserved.

6.20 The cost of expanding the playground will depend upon the equipment selected.
While it may be possible to purchase a tether ball set for about $300, it is likely that adding
additional play equipment will be quite expensive; costing between $5,000 and $10,000 per

17 See for example the playground equipment available for sale at “AAA State of Play” (www.aaastateofplay.com).
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piece--with installation and site preparation (including placement of a safety surface under the
new equipment) adding thousands of dollars more to the final price.  Thus expanding the
children's playground with additional equipment could cost anywhere between $10,000 to
$30,000, depending on the number and type of play equipment selected and installation and site
preparation expenses.

Medium Priority: Replace Existing Barbeque Grills
6.21 Several visitors complained about the park's existing barbeque grills.  Comments
included that the grills are dirty and non-functioning.  One park visitor described the barbeque
grills as  “...disgusting.”  It is clear that the grills are at the end of their useful life.  The grills are
at least twelve years old (based on the date the park was rededicated) and perhaps much older.

6.22 Whittington Park has four such barbeque grills. The
cost of a new replacement barbeque grill is estimated at
between $200 and $600 per unit depending on the model and
features selected.18  Installation will cost an additional $100
to $200 per unit.  Replacing all the grills should cost between
$1,200 and $3,500.  The Neighborhood Association
recommends, given that the existing barbeque grills are at
the end of their useful life, that when funding allows the
grills in Whittington City Park be replaced.

Medium Priority: Increased Security
6.23 Several people voiced concern about vandalism and
security in the park.  According to personnel in the Parks
Department, vandalism rates in Whittington City Park are no
higher than other municipal parks; and generally security
issues are likewise comparable to other city parks.  However,
given that park visitors and area residents have voiced

security concerns, the Neighborhood Association believes that it may be prudent to consider
some security improvements.  To a large extent, security is ultimately an issue of perception.
People will not use a public park they believe to be unsafe; and an empty park may suffer from
the perception that it is unsafe merely because it is unused.

6.24 Estimates as to possible security improvements vary depending on the equipment and
strategies employed.  Low cost options include having Hot Springs' police officers, while writing
reports in their patrol units, park in or near Whittington City Park; or having the police step up
patrols in the park.  Any increased police presence, even if only for a few minutes each day, will
bolster the perception that the park is safe.

6.25 Other possibilities include installing warning/security signs in the parking lots, bathrooms

18 For pricing of in-ground park grills and barbeques, see for example www.commercialsitefurnishings.com/park-
grills-barbecues, www.byoparkfurniture.com/SearchResults.asp?Cat=55, and www.pilotrock.com/park_grills/
covered.htm.
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and other locales in the park.  Such signs should, for a modest cost, discourage vandalism and
improve the perception that the park is safe.  Such signs could include neighborhood watch
warnings or “these premises subject to video surveillance.”  The placement of fake non-operating
surveillance cameras or similar equipment would also act to reduce vandalism and improve the
perception that the park is safe.  The use of such equipment can be expected to have a significant
deterrent effect—possibly reducing vandalism and other illegal activities fifty to eighty percent.
The effectiveness of such deterrents is well documented in the scientific literature.19   And the
cost of signage and non-operational surveillance cameras will be relatively modest, at most
$3,000.

6.26 However, there are drawbacks to employing passive deterrents such as fake surveillance
cameras.  First, the public might learn that the cameras do not actually work thereby significantly
diminishing their deterrent effect.  Also, the deception inherent in using non-operational cameras
could eventually undermine public trust between the public and municipal entities such as the
Parks Department and local police.  There is one final drawback to using non-operational
cameras.  There exists the possibly, no matter how slight, that if the cameras were real they might
record information vital to law enforcement regarding a serious criminal matter.

6.26 Consequently, it may be advisable to install at least two operational video surveillance
cameras to monitor happenings in the park.  Such cameras are not themselves terribly expensive;
quality all-weather cameras can be purchased for between $1,000 and $2,000 per unit.  However,
installation and operational expenses can be significant.  The cameras will need to be placed so
as to reduce the likelihood on vandalism to the cameras themselves.  Typically this means
mounting the cameras atop roofs, utility poles, light poles, or other similar locations.  The
cameras will also have to he shielded from lightening strikes.  It is probably prohibitively
expensive to expect real time monitoring of the cameras' output; rather the cameras' output will
need to be electronically recorded on site for later retrieval should the need arise.  Cost estimates
for installation of operational surveillance cameras and recording equipment are between $3,000
and $7,000 per camera, depending on the equipment selected and installation expenses.

Medium Priority: Park Beautification
6.27 Several visitors commented on the lack of colorful landscaping in the park.  These people
stated that the park was “...rather drab,” “...generally not very pretty” and “...just grass, asphalt
and a swing set.” It was suggested that some colorful flowerbeds should be installed near the
covered pavilion and on the south side of the park (along Walters Street).  Others suggested
placing shrubs near the shuffleboard court and placing plants between the basketball court and
the baseball field.  Still others suggested installing a concrete sidewalk and curbing along Walters
Street on the site's south side and marking for street parking.

6.28 The cost of additional landscaping will depend on the plants selected and the number of
flowerbeds installed.  Site preparation will also impact final costs.  To reduce these expenses it

19 See for example the discussion in Meta Analysis of Crime and Deterrence: A Comprehensive Review of the
Literature,” Thomas Rupp, (Books on Demand GmbH, Noderstadt Germany, 2008), Pg. 58-60.
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may be possible for the City Park's Department to partner with an appropriate civic organization
such as the “Community Garden” group or the Garland County Master Gardeners to aid in
design, construction and upkeep of the landscaping.  Final costs for plantings are estimated at
between $6,000 and $12,000.  In addition, such landscaping will need to be maintained year after
year, which will require ongoing funding resources from the Parks Department or other sources.

6.29 The cost of installing sidewalks, curbing and
marked parking spots along Walters Street is
estimated at between $15,000 and $25,000.  Such a
project would likely require relocation of a street light
which is currently in the roadway easement.

Medium-Low Priority: Install Pet Waste Stations
6.30 Several visitors commented that the park
was popular with pet owners.  These visitors added
that the installation of dedicated pet waste stations
would benefit pet owners as well as everyone who
uses the park.  Such stations are generally small,
unobtrusive and provide pet owners with plastic bags
with which to pickup their animal's waste.  It is
estimated that installing two such stations will cost
between $800 and $1,400.

Medium-Low Priority: Replace Trash Barrels with Covered Trash Receptacles
6.31 Several visitors commented
about the park's existing trash
receptacles.  While functional, the
park's receptacles are nothing more
than large steel barrels painted green.
Visitors said the existing barrels are
unattractive and, because they are
uncovered, attract flying insects.  In
addition, new pollution regulations
require that all replacement receptacles
be covered.  One park visitor remarked
that much nicer trash receptacles are
placed along Historic Central Avenue
near the downtown Visitor Center; and
that in comparison the open steel
barrels in Whittington City Park seem
like “...used hand-me-downs.”  The
trash cans placed downtown along
Central Avenue were purchased by the
Hot Springs Advertising and
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Promotion Commission.

6.32 Whittington Park has between eight and ten trash barrels.  It is estimated that replacing
the existing trash barrels with covered trash receptacles will cost between $250 and $350 per
unit; approximately $3,000 in total.  The Neighborhood Association recommends that when
funding allows the trash barrels in Whittington City Park be replaced with covered receptacles.

Low Priority: Install Flagpole
6.33 A few visitors commented on the lack of a flagpole for the U.S. and Arkansas flags.
Installing a flagpole will cost approximately $2,000.  The Neighborhood Association believes
that a flagpole, while worthwhile in general, should be assigned the lowest priority.  A flagpole
should be installed only after all the other proposed improvements listed above are completed.

7.0  Potential Funding Sources

7.01 Obtaining funds for repairs and upgrades to Whittington City Park may prove difficult
given current economic conditions.  The United States is presently experiencing the longest,
most severe economic recession in more than fifty years and state and municipal revenues are
stagnant or declining.  However, the Neighborhood Association believes it is during such times
that the general public comes to truly appreciate our municipal parks.  Sites like Whittington
Park provide families and individuals with a safe, healthy environment for exercise and
recreation at little or no cost--an important consideration for many during these times of rising
unemployment and economic uncertainty.

7.02 The Neighborhood Association has identified several potential funding sources that could
be used to pay for repairs and upgrades to Whittington Park.  These funding sources include:

Proceeds from the Sale of the City Owned Property On Whittington Avenue
7.03 In June 2009, the Hot Springs
Board of Directors contracted to sell
the city-owned lot at 237
Whittington Avenue for one-hundred
five thousand dollars ($105,000).
This money is very much a windfall
for the city in that these funds have
not yet been appropriated for any
particular project.  While it may be
unrealistic to expect that the entire
sale proceeds will be spent on
Whittington Park, it is not
unreasonable to expect that some
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portion of these monies will be set aside for projects in the Whittington area such as funding
repairs and upgrades to the park.  Even a small fraction of the total sale price would go a long
way towards funding needed improvements in the park.  Consequently the Neighborhood
Association strongly urges the Hot Springs Board of Directors to appropriate at least one-quarter
of the total proceeds received from the sale of 236 Whittington Avenue for needed repairs and
improvements to Whittington Park.

State and Federal Grants and Other Outside Funding Sources
7.04 For the past ten years the Hot Springs' Parks Department has received numerous grants to
improve the city's existing municipal parks and to develop new recreational sites for area
residents.  A significant source of these grants has been the Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism--a state agency with a twenty-one million dollar annual budget.20   The Hot Springs
Park's Department has also, on occasion, received private donations from individuals as well as
business and other civic entities.  Using state grant money as well as these other outside funding
sources, the city has overseen the creation of several new parks, including a skate park (Valley
Street Skate Park), a children's park (Hollywood Park), a neighborhood park (Jonestown Park)
and a large regional park (Entergy Park).  In addition, the city has added boat launches and
numerous walking trails to the municipal park system using such funding sources.  The City's
Parks Director has grant writing expertise.  And the city has employed this expertise to good
effect.  Over the last ten years the city has received numerous grants to develop and improve
various municipal parks.  And as was detailed above, in 2008 the Parks Department
contemplated pursuing grants to fund a barrier-free playground for Whittington Park; however
these plan never came to fruition.  Thus the City's Parks Department may be able to apply for
grants to fund upgrades and improvements to Whittington Park.  Accordingly, the Neighborhood
Association strongly urges the Parks Department to seek such grants—when appropriate—to pay
for repairs and upgrades to Whittington Park, including those improvements outlined above.

7.05 In the recent past, the Neighborhood Association obtained a Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) to pay for construction of a much needed sidewalk in the Whittington
Valley.  Such grants are funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, an
agency of the federal government.  Improvements to Whittingon Park would qualify for such
funding.  The Neighborhood Association and/or the City's Parks Department should actively
pursue such grant funding to pay, at least in part, for repairs and upgrades to Whittington Park,
including those improvements outlined above.

Appropriate Funds from the Hot Spring's City Anuual  Budget
7.06 The Hot Springs Parks Department “...is responsible for the care, maintenance,
development, and promotion of 17 city parks....”21  Accordingly the department has an annual
budget of over one-million dollars--with varying amounts set aside each year for park
improvements, depending upon overall funding levels.  Over the years, the amount budgeted to
the Parks Department for capital improvements has ranged from zero to $200,000 in any given

20 “State of Arkansas Biennial Budget Book, 2007-2009,” pg.11, available online at www.state.ar.us/dfa/budget/
documents/2007_2009_biennial_budget_book.pdf.

21 “City of Hot Springs Annual 2008 Budget,” pg. 113 (reprinted as Appendix F to this report).
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year, given budget priorities.  In addition, as was stated above, the Parks Department actively
pursues state grants and other outside sources to fund improvements to the city's parks.  Finally,
the city appropriates money from its capital improvement budget to pay for major construction
projects all over Hot Springs, including projects in the city's seventeen public parks.  In 2008,
over $100,000 was budgeted from the city's capital fund for various improvements in the city's
parks.22  Over the past ten years, using money from all these sources, the city has significantly
expanded its municipal park system.  The number of city parks has climbed from ten to
seventeen; and the city has built an extensive system of trails and greenways.23  Just within the
past two years, using budgeted funds, various grant monies and other funding sources, the Hot
Springs' Parks Department has completed the following upgrades and improvements:

• Installation of a public boat dock, a public pavilion, a waterfall, numerous covered picnic
tables, and several grills and trash cans at Entergy Park;

• Renovation of the tennis courts at Kimery Park;
• Construction of new public trails;
• The conversion of a vehicle into a “Mobile Activity Center” which provides children with

recreational and artistic activities at various city parks;
• Replacement of the roof on the restrooms at Family Park
• Replacement of the roof on public restroom at Desoto Park;
• Improvement of the softball facilities at Kimery Park;
• Installation of a new playground, shade structures, picnic tables and benches at Kimery

Park;
• Installation of covered benches on the tennis courts at Kimery Park; and
• Renovation of the pond at Family Park.24

7.07 By way of contrast, Whittington City Park has seen few tangible benefits from the city's
nearly decade-long municipal park expansion and renovation program.  It is important to
remember that according to the city's own data from 2000, Whittington Park was at that time one
of Hot Springs' most popular public parks.25  Yet despite its popularity, for the past ten years
Whittington Park has received no new equipment, no new facilities and no new recreational
upgrades.  Moreover needed major repairs to the basketball court and restrooms have been
deferred.  Meanwhile other city parks have seen new recreational amenities added and their
facilities repaired and expanded.

22 “City of Hot Springs Annual 2008 Budget,” pg. 83 (reprinted as Appendix D to this report).

23 Written in 2000, the “Master Park Plan,” provided an inventory of the city's parks (Adair, Chattanooga, Desoto,
Linden, Whittington City, Family, Hill Wheatley and Kimery Parks) and the “Hot Springs Creek Greenway” (pg.
89) (reprinted as Appendix A to this report); while the City's Park's Department website (reprinted as Appendix B
to this report) identifies seventeen municipal parks currently in service including those listed above plus
Carpenter Dam, Entergy, Himsley, Hollywood, Jonestown, Valley Street Skate, and Sunnybrook Landing Parks;
Valley Street Creekwalk; and the Transportation Plaza, Friendship and the Hollywood Trails (see
www.city.hs.net/graphics/parks/new%20parks%20files/PARKS%20CHART%20big.jpg).

24 “City of Hot Springs Annual 2008 Budget,” pg. 113 (reprinted as Appendix F to this report) and 192 (reprinted as
Appendix H to this report).

25 “Master Park Plan,” pg. 101 (reprinted as Appendix C to this report).
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7.08 Within the next few months, the Hot Springs Board of Directors will begin the process of
budgeting funds for the next fiscal year.  This process includes selecting which capital projects
will be funded and setting budget priorities for the city's Parks Department.  This budgeting
process starts in October.  The Hot Springs' Parks Advisory committee has determined that in
fiscal year 2010, improvements and repairs to DeSoto Park should be a priority.  The Whittington
Valley Neighborhood Association understands that fiscal planning in any city department entails
a great deal of lead time; and that it may not be practical at this juncture to expect a city agency
to abandon plans already in place for fiscal year 2010.

7.09 However, the Neighborhood Association believes that improvements to Whittington City
Park should be a top priority when setting budget priorities for the Parks Department for fiscal
year 2011 and beyond.  Whittington City Park, which was one of the city's most popular parks in
2000, has suffered from a decade of benign neglect.  The time has come for Whittington Park to
be a priority when allocating resources and setting budget goals for the city's Parks Department.
Therefore, the Neighborhood Association urges the City's Parks Advisory Board, the Hot
Springs' Parks and Recreation Department and the Hot Springs' Board of Directors to give
preferential consideration to repairs and upgrades to Whittington City Park beginning in fiscal
year 2011, including those improvements detailed in this report.  Whittington City Park deserves
to reap some tangible benefits from the city's aggressive program of park expansion and
improvement--a program that for more than ten years has left Whittington Park untouched.
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8.0  Action Plan

8.01 Based upon feedback from Whittington Valley residents, Association members and park
visitors, the Neighborhood Association is aware of the community’s desire for improvements and
upgrades to Whittington City Park.  To bring about these improvements, the Association has
developed the following six-month action plan.

8.02 Early August:
• Complete report on Proposed Improvement to Whittington Park; present said report to the

Hot Springs Board of Directors, the Director of the Parks Department, the City's Park
Advisory Committee and others as may be appropriate.  Circulate report among
Association members.

• Ascertain whether CDBG can be used to fund improvements at Whittington Park.

8.03 Mid- to Late-August:
• Apply for CDBG to fund improvements to Whittington Park (provided that CDBG funds

can used for such projects).
• Work with our City Director to make others aware of the need for improvements to

Whittington Park.
• Meet with the Director of the City's Parks Department to ascertain what grant funding is

available or might become available to finance appropriate improvements to Whittington
Park.  Determine the deadlines for filing such grant requests.  Encourage the Parks
Department to pursue grants to fund improvements to Whittington Park.

8.04 September:
• Invite members of the Hot Springs Board of Directors to tour Whittington Park and

examine the park for themselves.  Provide tour guides.  Emphasize those amenities
suffering from deferred maintenance and the need for new recreational facilities.

• Obtain from the City Manager a detailed time line of the city's budgeting process.
• Check with the Director of the City's Parks Department on the status of any grants

available to finance improvements to Whittington Park.
• Identify other groups and entities that would likewise support repairs and improvements

to Whittington Park, e.g. Friends of the Park, the City's Parks Advisory Board, etc.
• Develop a media plan to generate public support for improving Whittington Park.

8.05 October:
• Request that the City Board of Directors have the Parks Department generate price

estimates for upgrades, repairs and improvements to Whittington Park.
• Ask that the City Board of Directors/City Manager place improvements to Whittington

Park into the City's Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Request that such improvements be
assigned a high priority.

• Encourage the public to advocate for improvements to Whittington Park.
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• Check with the Director of the City's Parks Department on the status of any grants
available to finance improvements to Whittington Park.

8.06 November-December:
• Attend public meetings regarding the city's budget and advocate for funds to improve

Whittington Park.
• Check with the Director of the City's Parks Department on the status of any grants.

8.07 January:
• Assess progress to date in obtaining funding for improvements to Whittington Park.

Develop continuing six-month action plan as may be appropriate.
• Check with the Director of the City's Parks Department on the status of any grants

available to finance improvements to Whittington Park.
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9.0  Sources and References, Photo Credits, and Revision History

9.01 A report such as this draws on a number of source materials, including government
documents.  The internet is proving to be a new and emerging source of information; numerous
websites provided specific details and facts which were incorporated into this report.  Moreover,
many government entities now post their budgets and other official documents on-line.  Such
ready access to these materials made producing this report much easier.

9.02 Below is a partial list of the documents, websites and sources either cited in this report or
referenced during the course of preparing this report.

• AAAstateofplay.com (website) was used as a source of pricing information.
• Amazon.com was used as a source of pricing information.
• Belson.com was used as a source of pricing information.
• Benchesbenchesbenches.com was used as a source of pricing information.
• Boise Idaho Statesman website had an article about horseshoe pits at one of their local

municipal park (see footnote 16 for specifics).
• Boundlessplaygrounds.org was used as a source about barrier-free playgrounds.
• Byoparkfurniture.com was used as a source of pricing information (see footnote 19 for

specifics).
• Carter & Burgess, Inc.  “Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan:

City of Hot Springs, Arkansas, August 2000'”; available online at: http://www.ci.hot-
springs.ar.us/ pdfs/parks/parksmasterplan.pdf.

• City of Hot Springs, Arkansas.  “City of Hot Springs Annual 2008 Budget;” available on
line at www.cityhs.net/pdfs/finance/2008% 20Budget%20Book.pdf.

• Commercialsitefurnishings.com was used as a source of pricing information (see footnote
19 for specifics).

• City of Hot Springs, Arkansas, Park's Department website provided information about the
city's parks.

• Forsyth County, North Carolina government website had information about horseshoe
pits at their local municipal parks (see footnote 16 for specifics).

• Fort Collins, Colorado municipal government website had information about horseshoe
pits at one of their local municipal parks (see footnote 16 for specifics).

• Idaho Mountain Express website had an article about horseshoe pits at one of their local
municipal parks (see footnote 16 for specifics).

• Missouriscenicrivers.com website proved information about the layout of horseshoe pits
(see footnote 17 for specifics).

• Parkbenchsource.com was used as a source of pricing information.
• Pilotrock.com was used as a source of pricing information (see footnote 19 for specifics).
• State of Arkansas.  “State of Arkansas Biennial Budget Book, 2007-2009,” available

online at www.state.ar.us/dfa/budget/ documents/2007_2009_biennial_budget_book.pdf.
• Sundevils.com website had information about horseshoe pits in Tucson, Arizona (see

footnote 16 for specifics).
• U.S. Census website provide demographic information used in this report (see footnote
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15 for specifics).
• U.S. Geological Survey, “Hydrologic Monitoring for the City of Hot Springs Early Flood

Warning Information System,” 2008.  Available online at: http://ar.water.usgs.gov/
PROJECTS/HotSpringsFlood.html.

9.03 Members of the Neighborhood Association's working group charged with examining
Whittingon City Park and proposing possible improvements and upgrades included: Stephen
Kudabeck (Neighborhood Association President), Mark Toth (Association Vice-President) and
John Lewis (Association Member-At-Large). 

9.04 All pictures appearing in this report are copyright 2009 by the Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association.  All pictures were taken using a digital camera during June and July
2009 by working group member Toth.  All photos were translated into black and white for
insertion into this report.  In a few instances, contrast and brightness were digitally adjusted to
enhance features of interest in the photograph.

9.05 Revision History of Report:
• July 22, 2009: First draft completed by working group member Toth.
• July 23, 2009: Report proofread by Association member V.E. Linder.
• July 28, 2009: Revised Executive Summary with additional information.
• August 2nd, 2009: Revised proposed list of improvements.
• August 7th, 2009: Additional revisions to proposed list of improvements.
• September 31th, 2009: Incorporate feedback from Hot Springs' Parks Department Director

Jean Wallace; expand list of proposed improvements.
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10.0  Appendix

10.01 List of attached documents:

• Appendix A: page 89 from the Hot Springs' 2000 “Master Parks Plan” listing all the city's
municipal parks as of August 2000.

• Appendix B: list from the City of Hot Springs' website listing all of city's municipal parks
as of July 2009;

• Appendix C: page 101 from the Hot Springs' 2000 “Master Parks Plan” showing
Whittington Park's high utilization by the public.

• Appendix D: page 83 from the Hot Springs 2008 Budget Book showing more than
$100,000 in funding from the City's “2008 Capital Budget” for the City's Parks and
Recreation Department for various capital expenditures including playground
improvements and several vehicles.

• Appendix E: page 83 from the Hot Springs 2008 Budget Book showing the Budget for
the City's Parks Department for Fiscal Years 2006 through 2008.

• Appendix F: page 113 from the Hot Springs 2008 Budget Book showing 2007
Department accomplishments and goals for 2008;

• Appendix G: page 114 from the Hot Springs 2`008 Budget Book showing the breakdown
of the City's Parks Department Budget for Fiscal Year 2008;

• Appendix H: page 192 from the Hot Springs 2008 Budget Book listing accomplishments
for various city departments, including the Parks and Recreation Department.
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