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www.WhittingtonValley.org

Meeting of November 14, 2011

The meeting began at 6:35 pm.  Present: President Toth (as chair), Treasurer Tyrity, Board
Member Maner; WVNA members Linder, Hill, Bernistine Kilgore; Robert & Christina Shepard,
Heibner, Carolyn Lewis, Steward, D.J. Burns; guests Jessica Jester, Chris Pigman, Anita
Marshall, Deborah Henson, Janice Jones, Bobbie Morningstar, Chuck Hanna, Jeff Eddings, Kelly
Singer, Janie Evans.

Guest Janie Evans, Chair of the Board for Safe Haven Shelter for Women and Children,
presented their plans to use the former nursing home at 351 Woodfin as a homeless shelter.  A
Q&A session followed.  Some of the main points from Janie’s presentation:
- There is a significant need in Garland County for a facility to assist homeless women and

children.  There is no such facility in the county.  Currently Safe Haven staff is referring
potential clients to other Arkansas shelters and arranging transportation via volunteer drivers.

- Safe Haven is not intended to meet the needs of drug-addicted women, abused women or
women on parole or coming out of prison; other facilities exist in Garland County to meet the
needs of these populations.  The intention is to provide a safe shelter for women and women
with children who lose their apartment or homes due to job loss, divorce, etc.

- Residents can stay in the shelter for up to 120 days provided they are working or looking for
work; staff will assist clients with HUD or similar housing assistance, job training, health
care, food stamps, additional skills and education, etc.

- The facility will be staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  The intent is that there will be a
locked gate accessed through a coded keypad to improve security at the facility.  The facility
is ADA accessible.

- The facility will be opened in phases as renovations and funding allows.  Phase 1 will provide
12 rooms for women and their children and 12 rooms for individual women.  Eventually the
plan is to house up to 120 women and children in the facility when all renovations are
completed.

- Safe Haven understands the facility requires renovation.  Renovations include: lead paint
abatement; mold abatement; repair of roof leaks; replacement of missing emergency
generator; etc.  Initial renovations, depending on funding, will take many months.

- Safe Haven has applied for a Conditional Use permit from the Hot Springs Planning
Department to operate an emergency shelter at the site.  The permit will come up for approval
before the Planning Commission on December 8th, at 6:00 pm, Board Chamber, City Hall.

- Safe Haven does not currently own the building.
[The above list is not meant to be comprehensive; rather these are some of the main
factual points made during the presentation.]

After Janie Evans’ presentation, the members continued with the regular monthly meeting.  The
members discussed the proposed shelter’s impact on the neighborhood.  A motion was approved
unanimously that Association members should attend the Planning Committee meeting on
December 8th and voice opposition to the proposed shelter.  Area resident Kelly Singer stated
she would coordinate opposition efforts.  Members should contact Kelly by email
(tsinger230@att.net) or phone (545-1955) to assist these efforts.



UPCOMING EVENTS:

Spa 10K Run through the Whittington Valley
November 19th, 2011, 8:00 am to 9:30 am.

Trio Arkansas Concert with Louis Menendez
Sunday November 20th, 2011 at 3:00 pm, First Presbyterian Church.  Free/Donations accepted.

Habitat For Humanity New House Dedication
Saturday, December 4th, 2011 @ 11:00 am, 206 Regal Street.

WVNA Christmas Party
Monday, December 12, @ 6:30 pm.  WVNA Christmas Party, First Presbyterian Church.

Next Meeting of the Neighborhood Association
Monday, January 9th, 2012, @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

Announcements:
• Member Barbara Clark has been ill.  A card was circulated for signatures.
• Members Long and Everhart are getting married on November 19th.  A card was circulated for

signatures and gift money.
• Park Avenue Community Association President Bobby Morningstar extended an invitation for

our members to attend the PACA Christmas Party at the Bohemia Restaurant on December
17th starting at 6:00 pm.  The cost for the meal is $13 per person.  Please RSVP Jan Jones at
627-6255.

The minutes for the October 10, 2011 WVNA Meeting were approved unanimously.

The Treasurer’s report was presented.  As of September 30, 2011, the Association’s account had
$5,664.54--an increase of $169.31 over the last month.  Income was as follows: $10 in dues;
$104.00 in greeting card sales; and $154.00 in cookbook sales.  Expenses were $88.69 for
supplies for our Fall 2011 picnic.

Toth reported on the Association’s efforts to obtain Historic Register District designation.  It is
expected that in December or January there will be a public hearing to present information about
the process for completing the nomination paperwork and to explain the procedures going
forward.  WVNA members and residents in the proposed district will be notified once the City
sets the date for the public hearing.

Efforts to obtain CDBG funds to begin repairs on the sidewalks around the Federal Park are
currently on hold as the City’s Community Development Advisory Board solicits public input on
how to allocate limited CDBG funds.  However, the City has budgeted an additional $2,500 to
the Parks Department for repairs to Whittington City Park.  This eliminates the need to request
CDBG funds for these repairs.

Linder explained that the City Directors are currently weighing whether to allow commercial



advertising on the City buses.  She distributed contact information for the City Directors and
asked that members call the Directors and voice opposition to the plan.  Materials Linder
distributed about the advertising plan are attached hereto.

The members approved unanimously up to $50.00 in expenses for the Christmas party to be paid
from Association funds.  The party will be December 12th at 6:30 pm at the First Presbyterian
Church.  The members voted unanimously to provide $200 in door prizes from Association funds
for a drawing for Association members at the party.  There will be 8-$25.00 (cash) prizes.

The members voted unanimously to donate $200 to the First Presbyterian Church and $200 to the
Roanoke Baptist Church from Association funds as our Holiday gifting.  Toth will arrange
publicity.

The members voted unanimously to donate $251.00 in Association funds to the Hot Springs
Concert Band for 2012 and designate the Band as the “Valley’s 2012 Organization of the Year.” 
Toth will arrange the presentation, publicity and payment sometime after the first of the year.

Six new members joined the Association.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the November 14, 2011 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this date,

____________________________________________.

__________________________________ ___________________________________
Mark Toth, President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA



Memo

FROM: Verna Linder, Phone: (501) 623-4283

DATE: November 14, 2011

RE: Opposition to Proposal For Bus Advertising

Attached is a letter to the editor I wrote regarding a proposed city ordinance to allow advertising
on our city buses.  I think this is terrible idea and I am urging others who feel the same way to
contact our city directors and voice their opposition.

Also attached are: (1) a mock-up showing how the buses will look, (2) an article about atheists
who sued successfully to have their advertisement on Little Rock buses and (3) contact
information for our city directors.  If you feel this is an important issue (like I do) I urge you to
talk with your friends and other concerned parties and relay your opinions to our city directors.

Please note that Karen Garcia and Cynthia Keheley have already said they are opposed to
advertising on our city buses, so there is no need to contact them.  Rather, our efforts should be
focused on the other city directors.



Dear Editor Hot Springs Sentinel-Record:

The Hot Springs City Board of Directors will soon consider allowing private billboard-style
advertising on the side of our city buses.  Such a plan is a bad idea.  This scheme is just a lawsuit
waiting to happen.  Are our City Directors aware that Little Rock was recently sued for refusing
to allow atheists to advertise on the side of Little Rock’s city buses?  And guess what: the
atheists won!  So now Little Rock city buses travel the capitol city with “Are you good without
god—Millions are…” emblazoned on the side of their buses.

City Attorney Brian Albright, who is advising our City Directors on this issue, has repeatedly
said any attempt to edit or censor advertising messages on our city buses would be illegal. 
Plainly put, no one can control what appears on the side of a bus once you allow advertising. 
The private company advocating this private billboard-style advertising scheme says they will
“attempt” to discourage “inappropriate” advertisers and they will “attempt” to indemnify the city
from any possible lawsuits.  But I suspect the company’s position will change once the first
lawsuit is filed and legal fees start adding up.  According to City Attorney Albright, any such
“indemnification” will fail.  Since the city will receive half of the revenue from the bus
advertising, by law the city is liable if and when a lawsuit is filed.  And even more disturbing, the
city could be on the hook for damages which could total hundreds of thousands of dollars, if not
more.

Every Hot Springs resident is paying more for their water service because millions were spent
trying to build a water treatment plant in a locale the State of Arkansas repeatedly said was
“unworkable.”  I am sure the residents of Hot Springs do not want to waste even more taxpayer
money defending foreseeable lawsuits because the City Directors foolishly allowed
billboard-style advertising on our city buses.

Our Board of Directors has tabled approval of this “bus advertising” scheme until their next
meeting on Tuesday, November 15th.   Please, citizens, go to the Board Meeting and speak
against this scheme; or call or email your City Director.  We do not want our city buses roving all
over town covered in ugly and divisive slogans masquerading as “advertising”—not to mention
the added risk from lawsuits and large damage awards should the city ever attempt to censor such
“advertising.”

Hot Springs is a small resort city built on tourism and a welcoming reputation.  We do not need
our city buses roaming the streets plastered with loud and ugly billboard-style advertising and
spreading hurtful messages and marring our charming, friendly community.

Sincerely,
 
V. E. Linder
110 Montclair Lane 
Hot Springs, AR 71901
Phone: (501) 623-4283
Email: vernalinder@hotmail.com 
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Atheist Bus Ads Now On Little Rock 

Buses

Oct 04th 2011 By Beth McEvoy

A new ad that reads “Are you good without God. 

Millions are?” appears on eighteen Central Arkansas 

Transit Authority buses around Little Rock. The Central 

Arkansas Coalition of Reason is running the ads starting 

today, for the next four weeks, including during the 

highly attended Arkansas State Fair.

LeeWood Thomas is a spokesman for the Central 

Arkansas CoR. Thomas says the group wanted the ad to 

run during Riverfest in May but was stalled by litigation 

when the bus company and its ad agency refused to run 

it. Thomas says the ad will make people aware that there 

are secular organizations in central Arkansas.

“If you cling to a certain faith, a supernatural deity of your own then this message is not talking to you. 

It just a question and answers the question. Yes, millions of people are good without God and so those 

people who see this ad will know that there is a somewhat organized group of people like me here in this 

community.”

A Federal judge granted an injunction after On The Move Advertising tried to charge extra money to 

post the ad saying it could incite vandalism. The group did have to post a $15,000 bond incase of 

damages to the ads or buses.

“Regardless of what you’ve heard about atheist and what we’re about or what you know, people can be 

good without God and we’re trying to set that example.”

Thomas says the ad will run on routes at UALR and Pulaski Tech where two secular student groups 

have recently emerged under the umbrella of The Central Arkansas CoR, to bring more awareness to 

students.  

Page 1 of 1UALR Public Radio | FM 89 KUAR - Atheist Bus Ads Now On Little Rock Buses

11/13/2011http://www.kuar.org/kuarnews/36667-atheist-bus-ads-now-on-little-rock-buses.html



Hot Springs City Directors

Ruth Carney
Mayor  (term expires 12/31/2014)
Cell: 276-1038
Email: ruthcarneymayor@aol.com 

Peggy Maruthur
Director, District 1  (term expires 12/31/2012) 
Home: 624-1965
Email: pege1947@aol.com

Elaine Jones
Director, District 2  (term expires 12/31/2014)
Home: 321-1839
Email: direlainejon1@sbcglobal.net

Cynthia Keheley        (NOTE: Has stated publicly her Opposition to bus advertising)
Director, District 3  (term expires 12/31/2012)
Home: 620-9791 
Cell: 609-9792 
Email: ckeheley@sbcglobal.net

Pat McCabe
Director, District 4  (term expires 12/31/2014)
Home: 760-3322
Email: patmccabehs4@gmail.com

Karen Garcia        (NOTE: Has stated publicly her Opposition to bus advertising)
Director, District 5  (term expires 12/31/2014)
Cell: 318-9046
Email: kgarcia@cablelynx.com

Tom Daniel
Director, District 6  (term expires 12/31/2012)
Home: 623-0682 
Cell: 627-8641
Email: tomdaniel1210@att.net


