
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org
Meeting of August 15, 2011

The meeting began at 6:40 pm.  Present: President Toth (as chair), VP Lewis, Treasurer Tyrity,
Board Members Long and Maner, and members Linder, Everhart, Clark, and Emert-Rogers.

Upcoming Events:
Hot Springs Concert Band Free Performances.

- Monday, August 22, 6:00 pm.  Whittington Federal Park.
- Monday, September 5, 3:00 pm.  Whittington Federal Park (Labor Day Concert).

Meeting of the Neighborhood Association
- Monday, September 12, 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

Artchuch Studios Events (301 Whittington Avenue)
- Saturday, August 20, 7:00 pm.  Andy Tanas Concert.  $10.00 admission.
- Sunday, August 21, 5:00.  Royal Forest Concert.  $5.00 admission.
- Saturday, August 27, 7:00 pm.  Bizzaro Buddha Concert. $5.00 admission.

Announcements:
• Member Fannie Hill is in St. Joseph’s Hospital.  A card was circulated for signatures.
• Toth reported that the Math & Science School--working with the Garland County

Beautification Commission--will sponsor the roadway around Whittington Federal Park.  At
least four times a year students will clean up the roadway.  Signs will be posted telling of the
school’s sponsorship.  Two motions were passed.  First, the Association will send a thank
you letter to the School.  Secondly, the Association will provide drinks and refreshments to
the students at their first clean-up rally.  The cost of drinks will not exceed $20.00.

The minutes for the July 18, 2011 WVNA Meeting were approved unanimously.

Tyrity presented the Treasurer’s report.  As of June 30, 2011, the Association’s account had
$5,311.73, an increase of $50.00 from the last month.  Income was $30.00 in dues and $20.00 in
greeting card sales.  There were no expenses last month.  Member Emert-Rogers inquired as to
retailers still selling our cookbook.  Tryity reported that Quapaw Bath House and the Garland
County Historic Society may have copies for sale.

Toth and Lewis reported on the Association’s ongoing efforts to obtain Historic District
designation.  Both attended the July 2011 Historic Commission meeting and asked that the
proposed district be named “Whittington Park Historic District.”  The committee endorsed the
name.  In subsequent emails, personnel from the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program also
endorsed the proposed designation.  Toth and Lewis will attend the next Commission meeting
and report on developments.

Toth reported on the new Habitat for Humanity homes under construction in the Valley.  The



deed language intended to protect the greenway in perpetuity has been finalized and was
distributed to the members for their review.  Habitat will dedicate a new house on August 20,
2011 at 8:00 am.  A representative from the Association will be present to provide a “Welcome
to the Valley” bag to the new homeowner.

Toth reported the status of CDBG grant.  He made several attempts to obtain an update on the
$65,000 to rehabilitate Whittington City Park; City officials have not yet responded.  Also, no
word on whether the Association could apply for funds for 2012.  Updates will follow.

Several ongoing maintenance issues in the Valley were discussed.
- Woodfin and Myrtle Streets were repaved.  The City will install “Pedestrian Ahead” signs near

the blind corner on Woodfin as per the Association’s request.  Toth will attend the Public
Safety Committee meeting on August 16, 2011.

- A letter was written to City Manager Hudnell about the pothole on Maple Terrace, the missing
flag on the stop sign on Whittington near the Alligator Farm and the broken storm drain at
Jasper and Whittington.

- Maner reported that the storm drain at Whittington and St. George is blocked by roots from a
magnolia tree in the Federal Park.  Maner spoke with the National Park’s maintenance
supervisor but the problem persists.  The members agreed that matter should be brought to
the attention of Park Superintendent Josie Hernandez; and if problem then persists, we can
seek redress from the Interior Department or through Mike Ross’ office.

- Tyrity reported that drivers are routinely running the stop sign in front of the Alligator Farm
early in morning (7:00-7:30 am) and in the evening (5:30-6:00 pm).  Toth will ask the Public
Safety Committee to increased police enforcement at those times .

The members also discussed additional publicity efforts for the Valley.  Toth asked the members
to brainstorm on possible persons or organizations for a “Whittington Valley Person of the Year”
award.  Toth also asked the members to brainstorm on other promotional opportunities for the
Valley.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the August 15th, 2011 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this date,

____________________________________________.

__________________________________ ___________________________________
Mark Toth, President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA Officer


