
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

Meeting of July 18, 2011

The meeting began at 6:35 pm.  Present: President Toth (as chair), VP Lewis, Board Member
Long, and members Linder, Bernistine & Frederick Kilgore, Heibner, Don and Melba
Blankenship and Everhart.

Announcements/Upcoming Events:
Hot Springs Concert Band Free Performances.
- Monday, July 25, 6:30 pm.  Whittington Federal Park.
- Monday, August 8, 2011, 6:15 pm.  Whittington Federal Park.

Next Meeting of the Neighborhood Association
- Monday, August 15, 201l, 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

Artchuch Studios Events (301 Whittington Avenue)
- Wednesday July 20, 6:30 pm. Laughter Yoga.  $5.00 fee, drop-in class.
- Wednesday July 27, 6:30 pm. Laughter Yoga.  $5.00 fee, drop-in class.
- Sunday July 31, from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. $5.00 Potluck & Fund-Raiser Raffle.
- Sunday July 31, from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm.  Concert: My Empty Phantom (from Austin,

TX) with Special Guest Amanda Avery.
- Friday August 5, starting at 5:00 pm.  Friday Gallery Walk Art Display.

The minutes for the May 9, 2011 WVNA Meeting were approved unanimously.

The minutes for the Special WVNA Meeting of May 16, 2011 (to discuss Historic District status
and the Architectural Survey) were approved unanimously.

Toth presented the Treasurer’s report.  As of June 30, 2011, the Association’s account had
$5,261.73, an increase of $221.59 from April 2011.  Income included: $100.00 from cookbook
sales, eight members’ dues of $80.00, and $205.00 in greeting card sales.  Expenses were $60.31
for packaging for our greeting cards, $25.00 in memorials and $78.10 in expenses for our Spring
picnic.  It is expected there will be little to no more income from cookbook sales.

Toth reported on actions taken by the Board since the last meeting of the membership.  After a
complaint to the City’s Public Safety Committee, members of the WVNA Board successfully
defended the placement of the yield sign at the intersection of Woodfin and Whittington Avenues
near the Alligator Farm (which was part of the Association’s 2010 Traffic Control Solution
around the Federal Park).  Also, Toth, acting on complaints by several members, wrote two
letters to the City asking that potholes be repaired in the Valley.

Toth and Lewis reported on the Association’s ongoing efforts to obtain Historic District
Designation for a portion of the Valley.  On May 16, 2011, the WVNA hosted a public meeting



to discuss the upcoming on-site Architectural Survey for the Valley.  The draft Survey was
subsequently completed and recommends that the area around the Federal Park be designated a
National Register Historic District.  The City has received a grant to fund the preparation of the
nomination paperwork for the State Historic Review Committee.  Toth and Lewis will attend the
July 19, 2011 City Board meeting to show the WVNA’s desire that the City accept the grant
(acceptance of the grant is largely a formality).  On July 21, 2011, the City’s Historic
Commission will hear public comments about the proposed draft Survey.  On a unanimous vote
by the members, Toth and Lewis, acting as representatives of the WVNA, will request that the
Historic Commission look into changing the name of the proposed historic district to either:
“Whittington Valley Historic District” (1st choice) or “Whittington Park Historic District” (or a
variant thereof) (2nd choice).

Toth reported on the new Habitat for Humanity homes under construction in the Valley.  WVNA
members met with Habitat and received assurances that the trees removed in the greenway during
construction of said houses will be replanted at the proper time.  Toth and Linder met with
Habitat to discuss the deed language intended to protect the greenway in perpetuity.  The
language deed language is still being finalized.

Toth reported on the Association’s fund-raising greeting card efforts.  Cards have been placed at
several local retailers in the Valley and downtown.  Lewis suggested offering blank note cards for
sale.  Toth proposed promoting our cards on the Association’s website.

Upon a query by Toth, the members agreed that if possible, the Association should pursue three
CDBG projects for 2012: (1) seek repairs in Whittington City Park (replace broken benches and
grills) ($7,500-$10,000); (2) repair the storm drain at the intersection of Whittington Avenue and
Jasper Street; and (3) repair/replace the damaged portions of the sidewalk around the Federal
Park and, where appropriate, install access ramps (probably a multi-year project).

The members also discussed additional promotional and publicity efforts for the Valley.  Toth
suggested establishing an annual “Whittington Valley Person/Organization of the Year” award. 
He asked the members to brainstorm on possible persons or organizations for such an award.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the July 18th, 2011 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this date, 

____________________________________________.

__________________________________ ___________________________________
Mark Toth, President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA Officer


