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Special Meeting of May 16, 2011

The meeting began at 6:40 pm.  Present: WVNA Board Members President Toth, Vice President
Lewis (as chair), Treasurer Tyrity, Secretary Gantner; WVNA members Linder, Heibner,
Menendez, Arce; Stephen Kubabeck, Kumar Maruthur; guests Thaddeus Singer, Richard Stauder
(HS Planning Coordinator), Dan and Beth Valenzuela (Valenzuela Preservation Studios), Dewan
and Charlotte Tennas, and Donna Kudabeck.

V-P Lewis called the meeting to order and introduced Stauder and Beth Valenzuela as speakers.

Rick Stauder, Planning Coordinator for the City of Hot Springs, began by providing a time line
of events leading up this meeting.
August 2009:  The Neighborhood Association contacted the Arkansas Historic Preservation

Program to inquire as to the benefits and process of obtaining Historic District
Designation.

December 8, 2009:  Representatives from the Neighborhood Association, the Hot Springs
Planning Department and the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program (AHPP) met to
discuss the possible size of the proposed Historic District and how to best obtain such a
designation.  Based upon a “windshield survey” of the Valley, AHPP representatives
recommended that the proposed Historic District focus on the houses around Whittington
Federal Park and Sabie Street.

January 28th, 2010:  The Neighborhood Association’s Board of Directors asked the City of Hot
Springs to apply for a grant from the State of Arkansas to fund a historic survey of the
Whittington Valley for purposes of obtaining Historic District designation.

February to May 2010:  City of Hot Springs filed for a grant from the state to fund a historic
survey.

July 2010:  City of Hot Springs awarded state grant to fund historic survey.
November 2010 to March 2011:  City solicited bids to conduct Historic Survey; Valenzeula

Preservation Studios won bid.
May 16, 2011:  Public meeting held to explain the benefits and process of obtaining Historic

District designation.

Stauder then explained that there are two different types of Historic Districts:
1.  National Register District.  Identifies a geographic area as possessing buildings or sites of

historical significance.  Such districts are listed in the National Register of Historic
Places.  Benefits/characteristics:
• Can aid in providing a community with a clear identity by promoting the area as having

historic significance.
• Offers limited protection from the effects of certain federally funded activities.
• Makes it easier to obtain some government restoration monies (tax credits and grants)--

when funds are available.
• Does not place any restrictions on the use of property and does not obligate property

owners in any way (no easements, no additional taxes, no additional building



code requirements, etc.).
• Allows for the demolition of historic buildings in the district.

2.  Local Historic District.  A geographic area that is protected by local ordinances meant to
preserve the historic structures in the district.  Benefits/characteristics:
• Requires local commission review and approval of any exterior changes to designated

historic buildings in the district.
• Allows local commission to restrict changes to the exterior of historic properties in

district, including prohibiting demolition of historic buildings.

As a general rule, a “National Register District” identifies an area as having historical
significance (but does not place any restrictions on property owners) while a “Local Historical
District” seeks to preserve historical buildings by placing restrictions on modifications or
changes to the properties in the district.

Hot Springs has several “Historic Districts.”  The Downtown Historic District and the Pleasant
Street Historic District are “Local Historic Districts” (that is, subject to use and design
regulations and restrictions).  The Quapaw-Prospect Historic District is a “National Register
District” (that is, recognized as having buildings with historical significance but without any
restrictions on the use, modification or disposition of said buildings).

The proposed Whittington Valley Historic District will be a “National Register District”--that is
there will be no restrictions and no regulations on how property owners use, modify or change
their property.  The membership of the Neighborhood Association has repeatedly voiced strident
opposition to any “Historic District” designation that restricts or impinges on the rights of
property owners.  Also, as a National Register Historical District, there are no additional property
taxes or assessments in the district.

Beth Valenzuela from Valenzuela Preservation Studio then explained the architectural survey
that would be carried out in the Valley over the next few days.  The main purpose of the
architectural survey is to gather information justifying creation of an Historical District in the
Valley.

Goals of the Architectural Survey:
• Document all the properties and buildings in the proposed Historic District so as to identify the

district’s specific boundaries.
• Identify historical and architectural themes in the proposed district (thereby justifying the

creation of the historical district).
• Evaluate the cohesiveness of the proposed Historical District (that is, determine that at least

51% of the proposed properties in the district meets the guidelines for being in a
historical district).

• Hopefully recommend National Register of Historic Places eligibility as a Historic District.



Information to be collected by the Architectural Survey:
• Photos of all properties in the proposed Historical District.
• Construction records, plans, and other records showing who built each structure in the proposed

district (if available).
• Document alterations to all structures over time.
• Document significant architectural designs or themes in the proposed district.
• Document all out-buildings in the proposed district.
• Record address and current ownership information for all properties in the proposed district.

Methods for gathering information for the Architectural Survey:
• Public meetings (including meeting with the local Historical Commission);
• Field survey of structures in district with photos, site maps, etc.
• Interviews with residents and property owners.
• Archival research of property records and historical societies.

Estimated time line for completing the Architectural Survey:
May 16:  Public Meeting with WVNA.
May 19:  Public Meeting with the Hot Springs Historical Commission.
May 16 to 19:  Complete field survey of structures in proposed Historical District.
May 20 to early July:  Complete draft Architectural Survey report.
July 5:  Present draft report to Hot Springs Planning Department.
July 21:  Public meeting at Historical Commission for public input on draft report.
July 22 to mid-August:  Revise draft report based upon comments and feedback.
August 26:  Present final report to Hot Springs Planning Department/Historical Commission.

After the presentations by Stauder and Valenzuela, a Q&A session followed during which the
following points were made:
•  The proposed Historic District in the Valley will most likely include all residences around the

Federal Park and those on Sabie Street.
•  The proposed Historic District will be a “National Register District”--which means that there

will be no additional zoning restrictions, no additional easements and no additional
regulations on property owners.  Property owners can alter and modify their properties
without regard to maintaining their properties’ historical characteristics.

•  The proposed Historical District will not impose on property owners any additional property
taxes or assessments.

•  According to a Rutgers University study funded by the Arkansas Historic Preservation
Program, Historical District designation tends to stabilize (or slightly increase) property
values in the district when compared to similarly situated properties.

•  Historical District designation will limit some actions by the federal government within the
district.  For example, if the city were to attempt to widen Whittington Avenue around the
Federal Park by taking land from homeowners, this probably would be blocked if the City
were to use any Federal transportation funds to pay for any portion of the street widening.

•  Residents in the proposed Historical District will not have to go to the local Historical
Commission before making alterations or modifications to their property.  There will be
no additional design and no additional use restrictions imposed on property owners.



•  Benefits of being a National Register Historical District:
- Offers protections from some federal government actions;
- Honorary (identifies an area has having historical significance);
- Qualifies property owners for federal and state grants for preservation purposes when

funds are available.
•  While being a National Register Historical District allows property owners to apply for

preservation grants from state and federal agencies, these grants often impose significant
restrictions and obligations on the property owner (for example, easements, requirement
to maintain the property’s historical elements in perpetuity, etc) .  However, such
restrictions apply only to the property receiving the grant funds; adjacent properties
(assuming they do not take any such grant monies) will not be subject to any additional
government regulations or restrictions.

•  Criteria typically used to designate a building as having “historical significance:”
- Age (typically the structure must be over 50 years old); or
- Site of an event of major historical significance.

The meeting Adjourned shortly thereafter.
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