
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.com
Meeting of August 16, 2010

Meeting began at 6:35 pm.  Present: President Lewis (as chair), V-P Toth, Treasurer Tyrity,
Secretary Gantner, Board Member Long, Members Linder, Hiebner, R. Gantner, Don & Melba
Blankenship, Garcia & Hill.

Announcements:
- The next Neighborhood Association Meeting will be September 13th, 2010;
- Hot Springs Concert Band will be performing in the Valley on August 23rd and Sept. 9th. 

See our website, WhittingtonValley.com, for a schedule of upcoming performances.

The minutes for the July 19th, 2010 meeting were approved unanimously.

The Treasurer’s report was presented.  As of July 31st, our account had $3,882.7l; an increase of
$372.80 since June 30th.  Expenses in July were $14.95 to purchase the Association’s website
domain name, WhittingtonValley.com. 

Lewis reported on actions taken by the WVNA Board since the last meeting of the membership:
- A get well card was sent to Elijah Harris of the Roanoke Baptist Church;
- A sympathy card was sent to member Maruthur on the passing of her mother;
- The Association paid $17.67 to copy the Association’s CDBG proposal for revitalizing

Whittington City Park.

A Motion was passed to invite interested political candidates to address the membership at the
next two meetings of the Association.

A Motion was passed setting October 16th, 2010 as the date for the Association’s Fall Picnic. 
Toth will reserve the pavilion in Whittington City Park for that date.  Details for the picnic will
be finalized at the Association’s September and October meetings.

A Motion was passed to donate the last remaining original art piece from the Association’s
cookbook (a painting entitled “Sing For Your Supper”) to the Arkansas Alligator Farm.  The
WVNA Board will arrange the donation and a press release will be distributed to local media.

Lewis reported that the WVNA Board, acting as directed by the membership, had sent letters to
the Hot Springs’ Board of Directors asking that Habitat for Humanity be allowed to use the
previously appropriated CDBG funds in the Whittington Valley.  A copy of the Association’s
letter was printed in the Hot Springs’ Sentinel-Record on Sunday, August 15th.  Toth and Lewis
will attend the Hot Springs’ Board of Directors meeting on Tuesday, August 17th, 2010 to state
the membership’s support for using the appropriated CDBG funds in the Valley.

Toth reported that the Association, working with the Hot Springs’ Parks Department, had
completed a CDBG application for $65,000 to revitalize Whittington City Park.  The money
would be used to install new bathrooms and additional playground equipment in the park.  Toth
asked the members to solicit letters from community and civic groups in support of the project.
- Lewis had contacted Mark Fleischner for a letter of support.
- Lewis will ask the Boy Scouts for a letter of support.
- Tyrity will seek a letter of support from the Math and Science School.
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- Hill will approach Roanoke Baptist Church for a letter of support.
- Gantner will talk with the First United Methodist Church about writting a letter of support.
- Toth is seeking a letter of support from the First Presbyterian Church.
All letters need to be in by September 1st.  The WVNA Board will be making a presentation to
the Community Development Advisory Board on September 2nd touting the benefits of the
revitalization project.

A Motion was passed to recognize recent efforts by the Hot Springs Parks Department to
improve Whittington City Park with a Certificate of Appreciation from the Association.  The
WVNA Board will present the Certificate and a press release will be distributed to local media.

Long reported that after hours police patrols in Whittington City Park had proven very effective. 
There had been a marked drop in people using the park’s parking lots after hours.

Tyrity reported that only about 50 of the Association’s fund-raising cookbooks remain unsold--
and it appears all the cookbooks will be sold by the end of the year.  Possible new fund-raising
ideas were discussed with the following ideas being proposed:  (1) creating and selling
greeting/note cards; (2) staging a garage sale with member-donated items for sale; (3) selling
member-donated items on E-bay; and (4) holding a bake sale.  Tyrity suggested that future fund-
raising efforts be simple and entail more of a group effort.  A consensus emerged around possibly
staging an Association garage sale in October.  The idea of a garage sale will be discussed further
at the Association’s September meeting.

A Motion was passed amending the Association’s Governing Rules to include a provision that
the Association shall provide a memorial of approximately $25.00 upon the death of a member. 

Hill reported that overgrown plants at the intersection of Cedar, Cedarglade and Amber Streets
had created dangerous blind spots for cross-traffic.  Linder agreed to contact the Hot Spring’s
Urban Forester about trimming back the plants along the roadway.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the August 16th, 2010 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this date,
____________________________________________.

__________________________________ ___________________________________
John Lewis, President Patricia Gayle Gantner, Secretary
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA
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