
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.com

Meeting of July 19th, 2010

Meeting began at 6:30 pm.  Present: Pres. Lewis, V-P Toth, Treas. Tyrity, Sec. Gantner, Bd
Member Long, Members Linder, Bill Young, Collins, Hiebner, Frederick & Bernistine Kilgore,
R. Gantner, Don & Melba Blankenship, Rodgers, Maruthur, and Hill.  Guests: John Goodman
(Garland County Habitat for Humanity), Sue Ann Albers (GCHH), John Selig (GCHH), John
Rogers (GCHH), Matt Snyder (GCHH) and Don Thomason (HS Sentinel-Record).

Announcements:
- The next Neighborhood Association Meeting will be August 16th, 2010;
- Hot Springs Concert Band will be preforming in the Valley on July 26th and August 9th.  See

our website, WhittingtonValley.com, for a complete schedule of upcoming performances.

Representatives from Habitat made a presentation to the membership regarding Habitat’s future
plans in the Valley.

Goodman explained that Habitat is a volunteer organization that builds and sells at-cost quality
houses to first-time low-income home buyers.  HVAC, electrical and plumbing work is done by
subcontractors but much of the remaining work is done by volunteers.  To date, Habitat has built
86 houses in Garland County, with 34 completed or nearly-completed in the Valley.  Habitat’s
plans for the Valley include:

- Selling the three Habitat-owned lots on Walters Street;
- Building six houses near Whittington City Park; with
- Said houses being located off Whittington Avenue onto side streets (Regal Lane and

Hembree Street);
- Said houses will not have driveways on Whittington Avenue;
- Said houses will not have “Habitat Development” signage;
- Said houses will be designed to blend with the neighborhood, specifically the houses will

have modified roof lines (two-different pitched angles on each side of the gable roof, or a
modernistic flat roof, etc.); large front porches; house colors will be more vibrant; and each
house will be different from its neighbors.

- The forested greenway along Whittington will be preserved.

A Q&A session followed during which:
- Goodman explained the process for selecting buyers for a Habitat house;
- Goodman explained that a typical Habitat house has three to four bedrooms, one bathroom,

and between 1,050 to 1,200 square feet;
- Goodman said construction on the six houses will start sometime in the Spring of 2011;
- Goodman and Selig stated that the inclusion of a restrictive covenant in the property deeds to

preserve the forested greenway along Whittington is something that could be “looked into;”
- Goodman and Selig stated that Habitat has no plans to build additional houses in the Valley

beyond the six houses near Whittington City Park.

Goodman and Selig concluded by asking the Association to assist Habitat’s efforts to rescind the
restriction against using the previously appropriated $45,000 in CDBG funds in the Valley.

The Habitat representatives departed and, after a short break, the meeting continued.
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The minutes for the May 19th, 2010 meeting were approved unanimously.

The Treasurer’s report was presented.  As of June 30th, 2010 our account has $3,509.91; an
increase of $314.14 since May 31st.  Expenses in May and June were $122.33 for two memorial
baskets, postage (for a mailing to the members) and picnic expenses.

Lewis reported on actions taken by the Association’s Board since the last meeting:
- A letter was sent to the Hot Springs’ City Directors thanking them for ratifying the WVNA’s

traffic control plan for the roadway around Whittington Federal Park.
- The Association purchased the WhittingtonValley.com domain name at a cost of $14.95.
- The Association’s website was created with the WVNA Board providing guidance on content. 

Toth and Lewis will operate and update the website.

Toth reported that the WVNA’s website, WhitttingtonValley.com, is now live.  He encouraged
the members to visit the site and forward to him or Lewis any information that should be posted
on the website.  The website is intended to be a like an online newsletter providing to the
members information about events in the Valley.  Lewis added that the recent posting about the
vehicle accident on July 12th near the Bicycle Shop is a good example of how the website can
provide timely and factual information to the membership about events in the neighborhood.

Lewis provided an update on obtaining Historic District designation.  The City has received
approximately $7,600 in grant money from the State for a historic survey and to cover associated
costs.  The historic survey will likely begin mid- to late-September with the whole process
possibly completed by May-June 2011.  Toth added that misinformation is circulating about what
it means to be a Historic District.  Such a designation will not effect property rights, nor allow
the Federal Government to tell homeowners what to do with their property, nor require home
owners to meet any particular design or architectural standard.  Maruthur added that houses in an
Historic District can be condemned.

Toth reported on efforts to obtain CDBG funds to improve Whittington City Park.  The Parks
Department will not be applying for CDBG funds in 2010; but they are willing to partner with
the WVNA to obtain funds for Whittington City Park.  At this time, the Parks Department would
like to see additional playground equipment installed in the park and considers new bathrooms to
be a secondary priority.  At this time, installation of security lights is not possible because the
City has no Engineer to complete the necessary design work.  Toth will work with the Parks
Department to complete a grant application by the August 16th filing deadline.

Toth and Lewis reported on the Association’s successful efforts to enact a traffic control plan
around Whittington Federal Park.  A stop sign has been installed on Whittington Avenue near the
Alligator Farm and speed limits have been painted on the roadway.  The members expressed
support for the new stop sign and speed markings.  Toth reported that one area resident had
complained about the new stop sign and that if needed, the WVNA Board would appear at the
July 20th City Board meeting to speak as to the benefits of the new stop sign.

After a discussion, a motion was made to support Habitat’s request to remove the restriction
against using the appropriated CDBG funds in the Whittington Valley.  The motion carried 15-1
with one abstention.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.
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