
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
(formerly Whittington Avenue POA)

Meeting of March 8th, 2010

The meeting began at 6:40 pm.  Present: Vice President Toth (as chair), Treasurer Tyrity,
Secretary Gantner, Board Member Lewis, Members Linder, Steward, Long, Shavers, and
Bernistine Kilgore.   Guests Frederick Kilgore and Bob Maner joined as new members.

Announcements:
- Member Paul Clark has suffered a stroke and is currently in the Advanced Care unit at

St. Joseph’s Hospital.  Members are encouraged to call Paul’s wife, Barbara, at (501) 623-3656
and do what you can to help her out during this difficult time.

- Member Linder reported that she had sent a letter to the Urban Forrester requesting that the
trees and bushes along Robbins Street be trimmed.  Linder will provide updates as appropriate.

The minutes for the February 15th, 2010 meeting were approved.

The Treasurer’s report was presented.  As of February 28th, 2010:
- Our account has $3,114.74, an increase of $100.11 since January 2010;
- Our cookbook had produced $1,338.74 in profits, an increase of $90.11 since January 2010;
- The Association now has 43 members (welcome to Frederick Kilgore and Bob Maner, our

newest members!).

As per a previous Motion, a $25.00 donation to Quapaw House had been made in memoriam for
Jeanine Triplett (who was a long time member and passed away in January).

As per a previous Motion, six (6) of our fund-raising cookbooks have been provided to the
Association’s secretary for archival purposes.

Lewis reported on efforts to have the City’s Planning Department hire an outside specialist to
complete the survey for historic district designation using grant funds.

Toth, Lewis and Tyrity reported on the City’s plans for a bike path around the Federal Park.  On
March 2nd, Toth, Lewis, Tyrity and Gantner attended the City’s Safety Committee meeting and
presented a list of the Association’s concerns about the proposed bike path.  The Safety
Committee indicated that a new plan was being developed and that the Association’s concerns
would be “considered.”  The City’s final plans will be unveiled at the February 16th Safety
Committee meeting.  At this point, it appears the City’s plans may include adding asphalt patch
to the holes around the storm drains and eliminating street parking where there is insufficient
room to make way for a bike path.  The members will be updated as developments warrant.

A Motion was unanimously approved to pursue CDBG funding for improvements to Whittington
City Park.  The members ranked their preferred funding priorities as:

1. Major renovation of the on-site bathrooms;
2. Replace open trash barrels with covered trash receptacles.
3. Replace existing barbeque grills.
4. Increase security with warning signs, motion lights and surveillance cameras.
5. Expand the children’s playground.
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Tyrity reported that she was having no success arranging for the Association to appear on the
Dick Antoine radio show to talk about the neighborhood.  She will continue her efforts.

The Association’s revised Articles of Incorporation were reviewed.  The main purpose of this
revision was to change the Association’s name to “Whittington Valley Neighborhood
Association” and allow persons living in and interested in the Valley to join the Association and
not restrict membership to just property owners.  The revision were approved unanimously by the
members.  Toth and Gantner will file the Amended Articles and the required Annual Report with
the Arkansas Secretary of State.

The Association’s revised Bylaws were reviewed and approved unanimously.

The Association’s new Governing Rules were reviewed and approved unanimously.

Members were reminded that Association Dues are now payable for 2010.  On a Motion, it was
unanimously approved that:

- New members who joined and paid dues in October, November or December 2009 shall be
deemed to have paid dues for 2010;

- New members who joined and paid dues in June, July, August or September 2009, could
renew their 2010 membership for $5.00;

- All other members shall renew at $10.00 for 2010.

Elections were held for the Association’s Board of Directors.  By a voice vote of the members,
the unanimous results were as follows:
- President: John Lewis
- Vice President: Mark Toth
- Secretary: Patricia Gayle Gantner
- Treasurer: Darthy Tyrity
- At-Large: Merrie Long

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the March 8th, 2010 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association (formerly Whittington Avenue POA) by majority vote of the
members present on this date, ____________________________________________.

__________________________________ ___________________________________
John Lewis, President Patricia Gayle Gantner, Secretary
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA
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