
Whittington Avenue Property Owners Association
aka Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association

Meeting of February 15th, 2010

The meeting began at 6:45 pm.  Present: V-P Toth, Treas. Tyrity, Bd Member Lewis, Members
Linder, Hiebner, Hill, Marrin, Steward and Long.  Linda Shaw and son attended as guests.

Announcements:
- Association Member Merrie Long has fresh eggs for sale at $2.00 per dozen.  Those

interested in purchasing eggs can call Merrie at: (870) 416-0316.
- Long-time Valley resident Jeanine Triplett passed away on Jan. 21st, 2010.  A Motion was

approved for the Association to make a $25.00 donation to Quapaw House in Jeanine’s name.

The minutes for the November 9th, 2009 meeting were approved.

The minutes for the January 11th, 2010 meeting were approved.

The Treasurer’s report was presented.  As of January 31st, 2010:
- Our account has $3,014.74, an increase of $174.85 since November 2009;
- Our cookbook had produced $1,248.63 in profits, an increase of $529.94 since Nov. 2009;
- In December we made $500 in charitable donations;
- The Association now has 41 members (welcome to Linda Shavers, our newest member!); and
- We have seven boxes of cookbooks remaining (approximately 105 cookbooks).

A Motion was approved creating a Committee to review and revise the Association’s Bylaws and
Articles of Incorporation.  Committee members are Toth, Lewis, Tyrity and Long.  Among the
issues to be considered are: changing the Association’s name, revising membership requirements
and defining duties for the Officers.  The Committee will report its recommendations back to the
membership for ratification.

Lewis reported on efforts to obtain historic district designation.  Rick Stauder in the City’s
Planning Department is drafting a request to hire an outside specialist to complete the Historic
Survey using grant funds (Lewis estimates the cost of the survey is $6,000 to $8,000).

Toth and Lewis reported on Habitat for Humanity’s plans for the Valley:
-  Habitat will build 6 houses in the 1100 block of Whittington which will face the back of the

property, allowing a buffer zone of trees along Whittington.  Covenants will protect the
buffer.

-  Habitat has revised the architecture of these homes somewhat in an effort to be more
compatible with other structures in the neighborhood.

-  Habitat will not build on the Chitwood lots provided a buyer can be found.  According to
Mr. Goodman, these three lots are assessed at $10,500.

-  Habitat will not build additional houses in the Valley after completing the 6 homes on
Whittington, provided that the Chitwood property is sold.

-  Habitat intends to shift their focus from building “villages” to building individual houses
scattered throughout the city (so-called “in-fill” development); and they will attempt to
construct homes that are more compatible with the neighborhoods in which they are built.

Those living near the Chitwood lots need to act quickly to organize and raise funds to purchase
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these lots; otherwise in twelve to eighteen months Habitat may build on these lots.

Elections for Association Officers are next month.  Nominations for Officers were as follows:
-  President: John Lewis
-  Vice-President: Mark Toth
-  Secretary: Patricia Gayle Gantner
-  Treasurer: Darthy Tyrity
-  At-Large: Merrie Long

A Motion was made and passed that six (6) of the Association’s fund-raising cookbooks should
be preserved by the Secretary for later reference/use if needed.

There was a discussion of the City’s plans for the road around Whittington Federal Park.  At the
February 2nd City Board meeting, the Directors ordered that the issue of a bike path and marked
parking be referred back to the City’s Safety Committee for further review.  Toth, Lewis, and
Tyrity agreed to act as liaisons with the Safety Committee.  After a discussion, the membership
wanted the following points presented to the Safety Committee:
-  The Association wants to work with the City to develop a plan for the roadway.
-  The membership unanimously opposes any marked parking around the Federal Park.
-  The membership unanimously opposes changing Woodfin from two-way to one-way.
- The Association prefers a multi-use lane to a bike lane.
- If a marked lane is to be installed, the membership wants the project to be a quality

improvement that enhances the neighborhood.  Consequently the membership wants the
project to be completed all at once, not piecemeal.

- The Association believes the first step is to complete the survey along the south side of the
700 block of Whittington to determine if there is sufficient space to widen the road for
parking and a multi-use lane; and if there is insufficient space, scrap plans for the lane.

- To make the road safer for cyclists, the open storm drains need appropriate covers.
- To make the road safer for pedestrians, more street lighting is needed.
- If the lane is to be part of a transportation link with downtown, the City should draw up

specific plans to link the lane with Park and Central Avenues and present those plans to
businesses along the proposed route (i.e. set aside one side of the street with a marked 12-foot
wide two-way diamond lane for cyclists as per the City’s 2001 Park/Whittington Master
Plan).

- Determine if some accommodation is possible to minimize or reduce the impact on parking
for the businesses in the 300 block of Whittington (i.e. Santa’s Workshop, the Crystal Shop,
etc.).

- Develop procedures for suspension of enforcement of the lane for special events (e.g.
performances by the Hot Springs Concert Band, etc.) with notification to the neighborhood.

A Motion was passed to forgo any future efforts to recover the Association’s records from the
Association’s former Secretary.

There was a brief discussion of recent PR successes by the Association.  Tyrity will continue her
efforts to obtain a hearing on the Dick Antoine radio program.
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The members approved the following schedule of monthly Association meetings for the year:
March 8th, 2010 - Election of Officers.
April 12th, 2010 - Organize for Spring Picnic.
May 10th, 2010 - Topic TBA
No meeting in June
July 19th, 2010 - (re-scheduled so as to not conflict with Concert Band)
August 16th, 2010 -  (re-scheduled so as to not conflict with Concert Band)
September 13th, 2010 - Organize for Fall Picnic.
October 11th, 2010 - Topic TBA
November 8th, 2010 - Organize for Christmas Party.
December 13th, 2010 - Christmas Party (tentative).

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the meeting of Whittington Avenue POA (aka Whittington
Valley Neighborhood Association) as held on February 15th, 2010 by a majority vote of the
members present on this date, ____________________________________________.

__________________________________ ___________________________________
Mark Toth, Vice President Patricia Gayle Gantner, Secretary
Whittington Avenue POA Whittington Avenue POA
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