
Meeting Notes 
July 19, 2013 

 
Present: Josie Fernandez, Superintendent, Hot Springs National Park (HSNP); Mike Kusch, 
Chief, Interpretation and Cultural Resource Management, HSNP; Mike Scott, Maintenance 
Supervisor, HSNP and WVNA member; Mark Toth, President, Whittington Valley 
Neighborhood Association (WVNA); John Lewis, VP, WVNA; Darthy Tyrity, Treasurer, 
WVNA; Verna Linder, WVNA member; and Roxana Wallace, WVNA Member. 
 
The meeting started at 10:00 a.m.  The purpose of the meeting was for representatives from the 
WVNA to gather information about planned improvements to HSNP’s Whittington Park. 
 
It is the intention of HSNP to install numerous improvements in Whittington Park in phases as 
funding becomes available.  Phase one improvements will be funded with a $138,000 grant from 
the Arkansas Blue Cross/Blue Shield Foundation.  The goals of HSNP regarding said 
improvements are: (1) to increase the park’s handicap accessibility, (2) to encourage greater use 
of the park and (3) promote the park’s history as a location of exercise and good health. 
 
The improvements presently under consideration will be located in the western half of 
Whittington Park—the section closest to Weyerhaeuser, located between the West Mountain cut-
through and Woodfin Street.   Current plans have the eastern two sections of the park (near Tiny 
Town and the 400 block of Whittington Avenue) remaining unchanged. 
 
Phase one improvements call for: (1) installation of a handicap accessible six-foot wide concrete 
walking path to encircle the western section of the park; (2) placement of six picnic tables and 
additional benches in the western section of the park; and (3) installation of two covered shelters, 
nine feet by twelve feet, also in the park’s western section. 
 
Phase Two improvements currently envision: (1) the installation of outdoor handicap accessible 
exercise equipment with an appropriate safety surface and (2) placing a grouping of outdoor 
musical instruments (chimes, bells and tuned drums) in the park.  Funding for phase two 
improvements has yet to be secured.  Like the proposed phase one improvements, phase two 
improvements will be located in the western-most section of the park.  
 
Determination of the grant award to fund phase one improvements will be made in November 
2013.  It is possible the grant will only be partially funded—or not funded at all.  If awarded, 
HSNP will commence with detailed planning prior to construction in late 2013.  It is expected 
that grant funds will be released to pay construction costs in early 2014.  Provided funding is in 
place, the scheduled completion date for installation of phase one improvements is September 
2014. 
 
During the ensuing discussion the following points were made: 
 
- HSNP is open to an alternative material for the proposed concrete walkway provided the 
alternative: (1) has comparable installation costs; (2) is as durable as concrete; (3) has 
comparable maintenance costs; and (4) allows for handicap accessibility. 



 
- The routing of the proposed concrete walkway has yet to be determined.  It would be a mistake 
to assume that the concrete path will overlay the existing unimproved dirt path.  The walkway 
will be routed so as to minimize potential impact on the roots of the park’s numerous large trees; 
HSNP wants the trees in the park to thrive. 
 
- The walkway will be for pedestrians; not for bikes or motorized vehicles. 
 
- No grills will be installed in the park. 
 
- No lights will be installed in the park. 
 
- Plans call for the picnic tables to be placed in groups of three.  Trash receptacles will be placed 
as needed near the tables. 
 
- The exercise equipment will consist of seven pieces installed in a 15 ft. x 15 ft. area. 
 
- HSNP is sensitive as to the possible noise from the musical instrument installation and will 
consult with Valley residents on this issue prior to installation—especially since some residences 
are very close to the park.  If it is determined that the musical instruments are too loud or 
disruptive, alternatives will be sought—either different equipment will be considered or the 
musical equipment will be relocated to a different park.  Kusch will forward details about the 
noise levels of the proposed musical instruments to WVNA representatives for their review.  
 
- The location of the tables, shelters, exercise equipment and outdoor musical instruments has yet 
to be determined.  HSNP intends to consult with neighborhood residents as to the best locations 
for each. 
 
- If it is determined that the covered shelters are inappropriate or problematic, HSNP will 
consider removing the shelters.  The shelters are not intended to allow for overnight camping in 
the park. 
 
-HSNP recognizes that Valley residents have a vested interest in the park and is amenable to 
consulting with area residents about the park and future improvements.  However the 
neighborhood residents are not the sole arbitrator as to future improvements in the park. 
 
- There is a diversity of opinion among Valley residents regarding which park improvements, if 
any, are desirable.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes prepared by Toth; reviewed by Tyrity and Lewis. 


