
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

March 7, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.  Present were: President Mark Toth (chair),
Treasurer Darthy Tyrity and Board Member Bernistine Kilgore; members Philita Jones, Jean
Lacefield, Verna Linder, Linda Burns, Suzanne Davidson, Peg Kuhnly, Pat Heibner, Roxana
Wallace and Fannie Hill.  Guests: Richard McGrew and Daniel Brown, of McGrew Properties;
Max Sestili (City of Hot Springs Stormwater Manager) and Michelle Sestili (City of Hot Springs
CDBG Coordinator).

Upcoming Events
Hot Springs Planning Commission Meeting

Thursday, March 10, 2016 @ 6:00 pm, City Board Room
ASMSA Science Café Lecture: “Structure and Function of DNA,” Dr. Patrycja Krakowiak

Thursday, March 10, 2016 @ 7:00 pm, Kollective Coffee + Tea, 110 Central Avenue
Daylight Saving Time Begins

Sunday, March 13, 2016 @ 1:00 am
Park Avenue Community Association Monthly Meeting

Monday, March 21, 2016 @ 6:00 pm,   NEW   Pullman Heights United Methodist Church
Home Purchase One-Day Class (Registration Required)

Saturday March 26, 2016, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm, Transportation Depot.    
Registration Required.  Call (501) 372-2911 for details.

Community Development Advisory Committee Meeting
Thursday, April 7, 2016 @ 1:00 pm, Hot Springs Board Room

ASMSA Science Café Lecture: "Quantum Narrative Model Of Thought,” Dr. Jon Ruehle
Thursday, April 7, 2016 @ 7:00 pm, Kollective Coffee + Tea, 110 Central Avenue

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, April 11, 2016 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church

Deadline for Property Assessment in Garland County
May 31, 2016--Assess online at https://www.actdatascout.com/State/AR/Garland

Richard McGrew, of McGrew Properties outlined his plans to rehabilitate the former nursing
home at 351 Woodfin Avenue, Hot Springs.  These plans include:

- Will purchase the property from Quapaw House upon rezoning to R-4 (Medium/High
density residential).  Intent is to create a senior living development for persons 55 years
and older.  No intention to house clients from Quapaw House.

- Development will have 25 units: seven (7) two-bedroom units and eighteen (18) one-
bedroom units.  Rent is expected to be $750 per month for the one-bedroom units; $900
per month for the two-bedroom units.  Rent will include all standard utilities (water,
sewer, electricity).  One-bedroom units will have approximately 600 square feet; two-
bedroom units will have approximately 900 square feet.

- Currently in the process of applying for a federal grant to defray a portion of the
construction costs.  A condition of this grant is that the property must house people 55
years and older.  This requirement will be in place for fifteen (15) years otherwise there
will significant financial penalties.

- Plans call for a transport van to be available to take residents shopping and to other
locations several times a week.  Residents can park their own cars on site but some may
not have their own cars.

- Entrances to individual units will be from interior corridors; there will be limited entrances
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to the building with keyed security locks.
- Plans call for exterior lighting to comply with city codes.  There should be no spillover

lighting on nearby single family homes.
- Current fencing, which runs along two sides, will be repaired.
- The building will be staffed 40 hours a week, Monday through Friday, 8 am to 5 pm.
- The development will be residential in nature, not commercial.   There will a community

room and other public spaces for residents; plans do not include a commercial kitchen or
full-time resident care staffing--thereby significantly reducing commercial vehicle traffic
to the property.

- There will be coin operated washers and dryers onsite for residents.
- City code requires that sprinklers be installed in the building.
- Construction time is expected take 5 to 6 months but is subject to change.  The goal is to

have work completed by the end of 2016.  Most work will be inside so noise should be
minimal.  The existing building will be rehabilitated, a new building will not be
constructed.  Work will start with closing up the roof where A/C units have been
removed and securing the building.  The interior will be gutted and foundation issues at
the western corner of the building will be addressed.

- The gated entrance on St. George Street will be maintained; but if needed or requested,
will consider opening the St. George entrance permanently.

       - Would like a letter from the Association supporting the rezoning request.

After McGrew’s presentation, the regular business meeting convened.

The members approved the minutes for the February 8, 2016 meeting of the Association.

The WVNA Board reported on action taken since the last meeting, specifically providing a
memoriam to John Lewis upon the passing of his wife in the amount of fifty dollars paid from
Association funds.  A sympathy card was circulated for signature by the members.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of February 29, 2016, our account balance was
$3,849.44--a decrease of $83.00 from last month.  Income for the period was $20.00 in dues and
$7.00 in Treat Fund revenue; expenses were $50.00 for a memoriam and $60.00 paid to the
Garland County Historical Society.  Tyrity reminds everyone that dues for 2016 are now payable.

Lacefield reported that a consultant has been hired to develop a “Downtown Parking Study.”

The members reviewed the City’s ongoing efforts to clean-up the Majestic Hotel site.  Previously
the members had approved writing a letter to the editor thanking the city.  The letter will be
completed by next meeting.  Toth will look into the possibility of coordinating the letter with the
Park Avenue Community Association.

Project Updates:
- C Note, Inc.--which is owned by Valley residents (and WVNA members) Zac Smith and Cheryl

Rorda--received funding for their sewer and water improvements for their future restaurant
on Ouachita Avenue from the City Manager’s discretionary CDBG account.  This will allow
for a speedier completion of the project.  Zac and Cheryl send thanks for the Association’s
support for the project.

- The Wakins Memorial Park project, on Park Avenue, will require an archeological survey to
establish if significant Native American artifacts are on site.  This process could require
multiple digs which could delay or halt the project.  Initial survey expenses of $2,000 will be



paid from the City Manager’s discretionary CDBG account.
- The Association coordinated with the City to file for multiple Arkansas State General

Improvement Fund (GIF) grants.  Request were as follows: $204,000 for Linden Park (new
bathrooms, playground replacement and basketball court rehabilitation) and $8,000 for
Baseball Trail Park (new tables).  City contribution for these projects is estimated at
$19,000.  Awards are not guaranteed; updates to follow.

-  The City has received notice from the Federal Highway Administration that our FLAP project
is continuing to undergo final review and will likely be funded in FY 2017.

The members voiced their support for the Roanoke Baptist Church’s plans for their new church
on Whittington Avenue.  Toth will coordinate a press release with the church.

The members discussed hosting a renaming/dedication ceremony at Baseball Trail Park in
cooperation with the City.  Up to $100.00 for event expenses payable from Association funds
was authorized by the members unanimously.

Elections for the WVNA Board of Directors were held.  The following slate was approved 
unanimously:

- President: Mark A. Toth
- Vice President: John Mark Lewis
- Treasurer: Darthy Tyrity
- At Large Position #1: Bernistine Kilgore
- At Large Position #2: Fedett Johnson

A motion was made that the Neighborhood Association support rezoning 351 Woodfin from R-3
to R-4 to facilitate the rehabilitation of the former nursing home into a senior living development
by McGrew Properties.  The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the March 7th, 2016 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the WVNA membership present on this date,
____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


