
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

October 12, 2015

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.  Present were: President Mark Toth (chair), Vice
President John Lewis, Treasurer Darthy Tyrity, Board members Fedette Johnson and Bernistine
Kilgore; members Philita Jones, Linda Burns, Hazel Wright, Pat Heibner, Jean Lacefield and
Frederick Kilgore.  Guests: Doris Russell and Jaylan Preston.

Upcoming Events
Roanoke Baptist Church Rummage and Bake Sale

Saturday, October 17, 2015, noon to 2 pm, behind Roanoke Baptist Church
Park Avenue Community Association Monthly Meeting

Monday, October 19, 2015 @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength
2016 CDBG Application Period Closes

October 30, 2015 @ 4:00 pm.  City of Hot Springs Planning Department.
Gateway Community Association Fall Festival

Saturday, October 31, 2015 starting at 11:00 am, 100 block of Pleasant Street
Gateway Community Association Monthly Meeting

Saturday, November 7, 2015 @ noon, Webb Center
Park Avenue Community Association Historic Homes Tour

Sunday, November 8, 2015 
Next Meeting of the WVNA        

Monday, November 9, 2015 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church
ASMSA Science Café Lecture:  “How Do We Know What We Know: Properties of Stars”

Thursday, November 12, 2015 @ 7:00 pm, Kollective Coffee + Tea, 110 Central Avenue

The members approved the minutes for the September 14, 2015 meeting of the Association.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of September 30, 2015, the Association’s account
balance was $4,307.15--unchanged from the previous month.

Updates & News:
- The purchase of the lot at the corner of Myrtle and Linden Park Lane (in Linden Park) will be

completed before the end of October.  The lot is being purchased with 2015 CDBG monies.
- The city will put out for rebidding the sidewalk repairs with ADA ramps project at the corner of

Walnut Street and Linden Park Lane.  The project should be completed by the end of 2015. 
This project is funded with 2015 CDBG monies.

- Improvements to the ball field in Baseball Trail Park are largely complete.  The Association
will send a thank-you letter to the newspaper.

- As was discussed at our September meeting, due to the expense of cleaning up the Majestic
Hotel site, the city’s cash match for our proposed MAP-21 FLAT grant has been reduced by
nearly 50%.  Expected project cost is now $850,000 (down from $1.6 million); elements
removed include planned improvements in Linden Park and Baseball Trail Park and all rain
gardens.  Retained elements include sidewalk repairs, road narrowing and bike lanes.

- The city was contacted by Jacqueline Jacques about the possibility of the city purchasing lots on
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Walnut owned by her father’s estate.  The members agreed on the need to gather more
information before supporting the transfer of these lots to the city.

As per the members’ directive, our 2015 Christmas Potluck Party will be held on Friday,
December 11th, starting at 6:30 pm in the Community Room at the First Presbyterian Church.
Additional planning for the event will occur at our November meeting.

Toth reported on the Association’s 2015 Fall Potluck Picnic.  Held on October 3rd, over twenty-
five people attended and expenses paid from Association funds totaled $70.82, substantially less
than the $140.00 budgeted for the event.  A photo and caption have been sent into the newspaper
for publication.

The members reviewed the list of proposed CDGB projects the Association will submit for
funding during FY 2016 (note: competition for CDBG funding will be intense; it is highly
unlikely all these projects will be funded during FY 2016)(and not all listed items will qualify for
CDBG fuding). The final rankings were as follows:

1.  Linden Park--Trash can covers ($700.00)
2.  Linden Park--Replace picnic tables under pavilion ($7,300.00)
3.  (tie)  Linden Park--Replace bathrooms ($75,000)
3.  (tie)  Walnut Street--Repair sidewalk at Willow intersection ($10,700) (Toth will review

project scope with City engineer to see if project cost can be reduced).
4.  Linden Park--Resurface and renovate the basketball courts ($25,000)
5.  Linden Park--Install fencing at east end of park ($10,800 + $700 survey)
6.  Linden Park--Upgrade intermediate (ages 4-12) playground equipment ($43,000)
7.  Linden Park--Screen equipment pen ($2,000) (may be able to repurpose screened fencing

around Majestic Hotel at no cost).
8.  Linden Park--Resurface the existing parking lots ($50,000) (not eligible for CDBG

funding).
9.  Linden Park--Purchase lot at Walnut & Linden Park Lane ($2,800)
10.  Linden Park--Paint the bleachers ($300)(not eligible for CDBG funding)

The members discussed other improvement projects including the previously developed list for
the Walnut and Cedar Streets areas of the Valley.  The members unanimously supported asking
the City to inspect the house at 112 Ozark Street for safety violations and possible condemnation. 
The members would also like to see increased late night police patrols in Linden Park and for the
bathrooms in the park be locked at night.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the October 12th, 2015 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the WVNA membership present on this date,
____________________________.

          

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


