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Septmber 14, 2015

The meeting was called to order at 6:45 pm.  Present were: President Mark Toth (chair), Vice
President John Lewis, Treasurer Darthy Tyrity, Board member Fedette Johnson and members
Verna Linder, Philita Jones, Linda Burns, Hazel Wright, Pat Heibner and Fannie Hill.

Upcoming Events
Hot Springs School District Board Election

Tuesday, September 15, 2015, 7:30 am to 7:00 pm, Webb Community Center
Park Avenue Community Association Monthly Meeting

Monday, September 21, 2015 @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength
Gateway Community Association Monthly Meeting

Saturday, October 3rd, 2015 @ noon, Webb Center
WVNA Fall Potluck Picnic

Saturday, October 3rd, 2015, 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm, Baseball Trail Park
Next Meeting of the WVNA        

Monday, October 12, 2015 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church
2016 CDBG Application Period Closes

October 30, 2015 @ 4:00 pm.  City of Hot Springs Planning Department.

The members approved the minutes for the August 10, 2015 meeting of the Association.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of August 31, 2015, the Association’s account balance
was $4,307.15--unchanged from the previous month.

Updates & News:
- We received a handwritten note from Liz Robbins, Executive Director of the Hot Springs

Historical Society, thanking the Association for renewing its membership and “...for all you
do to preserve your historic neighborhood.”

- The purchase of the lot at the corner of Myrtle and Linden Park Lane (in Linden Park) should
be completed before the end of October.  The lot is being purchased with 2015 CDBG
monies.

- The city expects to complete the sidewalk repairs/installation with ADA ramps at the corner of
Walnut Street and Linden Park Lane by the end of October.  This project is funded with
2015 CDBG monies.

- Improvements to the ball field in Baseball Trail Park are ongoing.  Elements awaiting
completion include: (1) installing a clay surface around home plate, (2) improving the bases
and (3) installing foul line poles.  Work should be completed shortly.  The project is being
funded with State of Arkansas GIF funds.  The members approved sending a thank-you
letter once this project nears completion.

- Due to the expense of cleaning up the Majestic Hotel site, the city’s cash match for our
proposed MAP-21 FLAT grant has been reduced by nearly 50%.  Toth and Lewis meet with
City officials to reduce the project’s scope.  Expected project cost is now $850,000 (down
from $1.6 million); elements removed include planned improvements in Linden Park and
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Baseball Trail Park and all rain gardens.  Retained elements include sidewalk repairs, road
narrowing and bike lanes.  Any member wanting more details about the project can contact
either Toth or Lewis.

As per the members’ directive, our Fall Potluck Picnic will be held at Baseball Trail Park on
Saturday, October 3, from 12:30 to 2:30 (the pavilion will be rented from noon to 3:00 pm to
allow for set-up and clean-up). The members approved using up to $140.00 in Association funds
to pay picnic expenses.

The city has developed a “Loan Forgiveness” proposal for condemned residential buildings razed
using CDBG funds; the goal is to allow property owners, after an appropriate period, to obtain a
waiver of the lien imposed when CDBG funds are used to demolish condemned structures--
provided the owner maintains their lots in the interim.  Upon a motion, the members
unanimously voted for the Association to support the “Loan Forgiveness” proposal.  Toth will
relay the Association’s support to the Hot Springs’ Board of Directors.

The members continued discussing revitalization plans for Linden Park.  One addition was made
to the previously developed list of possible improvements, i.e. purchasing the vacant lot at the
corner of Walnut Street and Linden Park Lane to create an attractive gateway to the park.

The members discussed the previously developed list of possible improvements in the Walnut
and Cedar Streets areas of the Valley.

The members discussed other possible improvements in the Valley.

Toth reported that as per a request from the Association, Ozark Street and Maple Terrace have
been added to the city’s paving list.  Burns requested that the Association also request that Gold
Street be added to the city’s paving list.

Members are encouraged to continue developing a list of possible improvements, repairs or
upgrades they would like to see in the Valley and then forward this list onto Toth before the
WVNA’s October meeting.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the September 14th, 2015 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the WVNA membership present on this date,
____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


