
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

August 10, 2015

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm.  Present were: President Mark Toth (chair), Vice
President John Lewis, Treasurer Darthy Tyrity, and WVNA members Verna Linder, Jean
Lacefield, Philita Jones and Linda Burns.  Rose Blewitt attended as a guest.

Upcoming Events
Park Avenue Community Association Monthly Meeting

Monday, August 17, 2015 @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength
Hot Springs Concert Band Concert: “Band Favorites”

Monday, August 17, 2015 @ 6:00 pm, Whittington Park
Tri-Lakes MPO’s Draft 2040 Transportation Plan Public Comment Open House 

Monday, August 24, 2015 @ 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm, Transportation Depot
Gateway Community Association Monthly Meeting

Saturday, September 12, 2015 @ noon, Webb Center
Next Meeting of the WVNA        

Monday, September 14, 2015 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church
2016 CDBG Application Period Closes

October 30, 2015 @ 4:00 pm.  City of Hot Springs Planning Department.

The members approved the minutes for the July 13, 2015 meeting of the Association.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.   As of July 30, 2015, the Association’s account balance
was $4,307.15--unchanged from the previous month.

Updates:
- The City has purchased the Majestic Hotel.  Clean up efforts, which will be costly, will begin

shortly.  We can expect the burned portion to be cleared by the end of the year.  The
remaining structures will likely take a year or more to either remove or repurpose.  Due to
the significant expense of cleaning up the site, we can expect reductions in available city
funds for various projects over the next few years.

- We have received notice that the purchase of the lot at the corner of Myrtle and Linden Park
Lane (in Linden Park) should be completed before the end of October.  The lot is being
purchased with 2015 CDBG monies.

- The City’s MAP-21 FLAT grant request is pending.  The city’s grant request totals $1.6 million
(with approximately $300,000 coming from the city and $1.3 million coming from the
federal government).  Notice as to whether the city has been awarded the grant will be made
by the end of the year.  Any member wanting more details about the project can obtain a 30+
page handout explaining the project in detail from Toth.

- As per our request, the brush and overgrowth along the sidewalk in the 200 block of Walnut has
been trimmed back, making the sidewalk useable.

- We have asked our State Representative, John Vines, to consider setting aside approximately
$7,000 in Arkansas GIF aid to pay for picnic tables in Baseball Trail Park.  The new tables
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would replace the broken concrete tables in the park.  Vines stated his support for such a
project.  Arkansas GIF funding will likely become available in early 2016.

- The Downtown strategic planning group is continuing to work on a redevelopment plan for
downtown Hot Springs and the surrounding neighborhoods.  Updates to follow.

Lewis reported on the city’s 2016 CDBG program.  Specifically:
- The city estimates it will have approximately $280,000 in dispersible CDBG funding available

for FY 2016 and expects multiple entities and agencies to seek CDBG funding. 
Competition is expected to be intense for these funds; consequently the WVNA will likely
scale back our requests for FY 2016 so that other neighborhoods will have a better chance of
obtaining their funding requests in full.

- The city is currently developing “Loan Forgiveness” proposal for property cleared using CDBG
funds; the goal is to allow property owners, after an appropriate period, to obtain a waiver of
the liens imposed when CDBG funds are used to demolish condemned structures--provided
the owner maintains their lots in the interim.  The program would cap the maximum amount
to be forgiven at $10,000.  These lots would then return to private ownership for
redevelopment.  The members voiced support for the “Loan Forgiveness” proposal.

As the first step in developing a revitalization plan for Linden Park, the members discussed
possible improvements and upgrades to the park.  Possible improvements include:

- Resurfacing and improving the existing basketball courts including installing a gate to the
court and replacing worn equipment.

- Installing covers on the trash cans under the pavilion.
- Purchasing the vacant lot at the corner of Walnut and Linden Park Lane for future

development.
- Resurfacing the existing park lots.
- Replacing the picnic tables under the pavilion.
- Upgrading the equipment in the intermediate playground (for ages 4-12) and installing a

new safety surface.
- Painting the bleachers.
- Renovating the bathrooms (at a minimum, installing a new drinking fountain, in the mens

restroom installing a new sink and vent cover, and in the women’s restroom installing a
new sink, 2 new commodes and screening the handicap stall) or, in the alternative,
replacing the bathrooms.

- Installing a fence along the east side of the park to delineate the public park land from
adjoining private property. 

- Screening the equipment pen at the east end of the park.
- Developing the existing flat dirt areas of the park with more parking and possibly new

amenities (such as a grassy play area or a splash pad).

The members discussed possible improvements in the Walnut and Cedar Streets areas of the
Valley.  Possible improvements:

- Requesting condemnation of the house at 222 Walnut.
- Requesting condemnation of the house at 228 Walnut.
- Repairs to the sidewalk in the 200 block of Walnut Street.
- Promoting a neighborhood clean-up effort and increased code enforcement.



The members discussed other possible improvements in the Valley.  These included:
- Repaving Ozark Street.
- Trimming the overgrowth and cleaning the ditches along Ozark Street.
- Asking for increased animal control enforcement in the Valley.
- Repaving Maple Terrace between Whittington and Sabie.
- Filling in the ditches on Sabie near the intersection with Linden Avenue.

Members are encouraged to continue developing a list of possible improvements, repairs or
upgrades they would like to see in the Valley and then forward this list onto Toth before the
WVNA’s September meeting.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the August 10th, 2015 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the WVNA membership present on this date,
____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


