
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

March 9, 2015

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.  Present were: President Mark Toth (chair), V-P
John Lewis, Treasurer Darthy Tyrity and Board Members Bernistine Kilgore and Fedett Johnson;
WVNA members Jean Lacefield, Verna Linder, Philita Jones, Linda Burns and Frederick
Kilgore. 

Upcoming Events
Tri-Lakes MPO Meeting

Tuesday, March 10, 2015, 10:00 am, HS Transportation Depot.
ASMAS Science Café Lecture Series: “Quantum Biology: A Coherent View Of Life”

Thursday, March 12, 2015, 7:00 pm, Superior Bathhouse Brewery & Distillery.
Park Avenue Community Association Monthly Meeting

Monday, March 16, 2015, 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength.
Gateway Community Association Monthly Meeting

Saturday, April 4, 2015, noon, Webb Center.
Next Meeting of the WVNA        

Monday, April 13, 2015, 6:30 pm, First Presbyterian Church.

News:
- Garland County Habitat for Humanity is sponsoring a neighborhood “spruce”-up event in the

300 block of Garden Street in the Gateway Community with the intent of promoting
revitalization efforts in that neighborhood.

The members were told of actions taken by the Board of Directors since the last meeting of the
membership, specifically:
-  As per the directive of the membership, the WVNA requested that the City of Hot Springs seek

grant funding from the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program for three signs identifying
the Valley’s historic district.  The City required that we include “official” copies of our
minutes for our January 2015 and February 2015 meetings with our request.  The minutes
for our February 2015 meeting had not, at that time, been reviewed and approved by the
members; thus these minutes were not “official.”  A majority of the Board, acting on behalf
of the members as per our bylaws, approved as “official” the minutes for the Association’s
February 2015 meeting so that these minutes could be included with our letter to the City.

  
The members reviewed the minutes for the February 9th, 2015 meeting of the Association.  No
changes were recommended.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.   As of February 28th, 2015, the Association’s account
balance was $3,970.15--no change from the previous month.  Tyrity reminds members that dues
are now payable for 2015.         

In September 2014, the WVNA--acting in concert with the Gateway and Park Avenue
Community Associations--requested that the City hire an additional Animal Control officer to
work evenings, nights and weekends.  Due to budget constraints, the City cannot hire another
Animal Control Officer this year.  However, Police Chief Flory asks that if you have an animal
control issue (barking dogs, stray dogs, nuisance animals) outside of normal business hours,
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report the problem to the HS Police Department at (501) 321-6789 or dial 911.  During normal
business hours (Monday-Friday, 8 am to 5 pm), call H.S. Animal Services at 501-262-2091.

The filing deadline for the MAP-21 FLAT grant is March 13, 2015.  City personnel are working
on cost estimates and preparing the application.  At present, it is estimated the project will be in
excess of $1 million.   City officials have proposed completing the project in phases over three
years, in part to reduce the up-front match the city must provide.  In addition, since the city’s
match will come from the city’s “Complete Streets” funds, they are insisting on placing a marked
multi-use lane around Whittington Park.

The City is currently working on improvements to the ball field in Baseball Trail Park.  The
project includes: placing bleachers behind the new backstop; installing a scoreboard, new
dugouts and replacement bases; as well as other field improvements and elements.  Because of
recent weather delays, the expected completion date has been pushed back to late-April.  Updates
to follow.

The City, as per our request, has filed for a grant from the Arkansas Historic Preservation
Program to purchase and install three signs--whose design was approved at our January 2015
meeting--for the Valley’s “Whittington Park Historic District.” 

The members, citing time constraints and logistical issues, voted to forgo further efforts to host a
Spring festival event in the Valley.

Elections for the WVNA Board of Directors were held.  The following slate was approved by
unanimous vote of the members:

- President: Mark A. Toth
- Vice President: John Mark Lewis
- Treasurer: Darthy Tyrity
- At Large Position #1: Bernistine Kilgore
- At Large Position #2: Fedett Johnson

The members discussed the need for a clean-up event on Walnut and Cedar Streets.

The members voiced concern over incomplete road repairs caused by ongoing utility work in the
Valley.  Toth will contact Hot Springs City Manager Watkins and ask that road repairs be
completed ASAP.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the March 9th, 2015 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the WVNA Board of Directors on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


