
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

January 12, 2015

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.  Present were: President Toth (chair), V-P Lewis,
Treasurer Tyrity and Board Member Johnson; WVNA members Lacefield, Linder, Heibner,
Philita Jones, Kuhnly, Barton & Olson.

Upcoming Events

Park Avenue Community Association Monthly Meeting
Monday, January 19, 2015 @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength

Gateway Community Association Monthly Meeting
Saturday, February 7, 2015 @ noon, Webb Center

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, February 9, 2015 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church.

News:
- A handout with a schedule of 2015 WVNA meetings will be distributed at our February

meeting.  We are waiting for the Hot Springs Concert Band to finalize their Summer
Concert schedule before finalizing our meeting dates in July and August.

The membership list was reviewed and updated.

The minutes for the November 10th, 2014 meeting of the Association were approved.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.   As of October 31th, 2014, the Association’s account
balance was $3,920.15--a decrease of $329.90 from the previous month.  Income was $220.00--
$110 in merchandise sales and $110 in membership dues.  Expenses were $549.90--$400.00 in
charitable donations, $19.60 for postage for a mailing to the members and $130.30 for the
WVNA Christmas Party.         

V.P. Lewis presented a design for a “Whittington Park Historic District” signs (see attached draft
drawing).  The members approved the design.  Lewis reports that Sublett Signs estimates the cost
for three signs, in cast aluminum with a powdered-coated paint and poles, installed, will be about
$2,000.  The members approved a motion that Lewis ask the Hot Springs Planning Department
to file a grant with the State Historic Preservation Program requesting funding for the signs. 
Updates to follow.

The deadline for the MAP-21 FLAT grant has been announced as March 13, 2015.  City
personnel are currently reviewing cost estimates and preparing the application.  The grant has
been modified: there will be four (4) annual grants with $3 million available each year for
projects (previously there was to be only one grant cycle for $4 million).  In addition, the scoring
system has been revised to promote projects that improve handicap accessibility, pedestrian
access and local project administration--all of which apply to our proposal and which should
benefit our funding request.  Overall, these changes should improve our chances of obtaining
funding; however the project may need to proceed in phases over several years.

http://www.WhittingtonValley.org


The City has received a $14,000 Arkansas State General Improvement Fund (GIF) Grant to
improve the baseball field in Baseball Trail Park; concurrently, the city of Hot Springs has
approved additional funds from their budget to complete the project.  Plans call for a new
backstop, dugout repairs, a new scoreboard, installation of bleachers behind home plate and field
and base repairs.  The monies will be used to purchase materials/supplies and city personnel will
complete the work.  The work should be completed by Spring 2015.

Toth reported that the City’s Community Development Advisory Committee has recommended
funding two projects in the Valley using 2015 CDBG monies.  The projects are:
- Purchasing a privately-owned lot in Linden Park so as to allow for future development of

adjacent city-owned park land (estimated project cost $4,430); and
- Repairing sidewalks, access ramps and curbs in the 300 block of Walnut at the intersection with

Linden Park Lane (estimated project cost: $9,772).
Updates to follow.

The members discussed spearheading a publicity campaign to promote removing the rubble from
the Majestic Hotel fire.  There was a consensus among the members that such a campaign will
require coordination with other civic organizations.  Updates to follow.

The members discussed advocating that the Arkansas Highway Department fund, at least in part,
safety improvements along Park Avenue.  There was agreement among the members that before
undertaking such an advocacy effort, there should be an outreach effort to solicit support and
assistance from other civic organizations and local political leaders.

Current WVNA members are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors to join the
Association.  Please call Toth at 623-4283 if you need membership applications.

There was a discussion about fund raising activities.  Currently the Association is selling scenic
greeting cards to raise money.  The members are asked to develop other fund raising programs
and opportunities.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the January 12th, 2015 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA




