
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

September 8th, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.  Present were: President Toth (chair), V-P Lewis,
Treasurer Tyrity and Board Member Kilgore; WVNA members Lacefield, Ragar, Wallace,
Heibner, West, Holiday and Downie.  Guest: Debbie Ugbade.

Upcoming Events

Park Avenue Community Association Monthly Meeting
Monday, September @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength

Gateway Community Association Monthly Meeting
Saturday, October 4 @ noon, Webb Center

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, October 13 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

         
The minutes for the August 11, 2014 meeting of the Association were approved unanimously.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of August 31st, 2014, the Association’s account
balance was $4,375.54--a decrease of $56.14 from the prior month.  There was no income for the
month; expenses were $56.14 in Spring Picnic expenses.

The members discussed the Association’s promotional materials:
- The Association’s mission statement was approved to read as follows: “We represent the

interests of the residents and property owners of the Whittington Valley.  Acting through
cooperative partnerships with neighbors, community organizations and government
agencies, the Association seeks to celebrate, preserve and promote all that makes our
neighborhood an integral part of Hot Springs historic urban core.  We strive to protect the
Valley's character as a peaceful residential enclave in a natural forested environment; act to
enhance the Valley's abundant recreational amenities; and promote its rich and diverse
history.”  The Association’s Governing Rules will be updated accordingly.

- A motion was made to table section of photos for the Association’s promotional brochure until
our October meeting.

Project Updates
- Designs for possible “Whittington Park Historic District” signs will be presented at our October

meeting.
- Due to a change in program CDBG requirements, previously approved improvements to

Baseball Trail Park are no long eligible for CDBG funding.  Fortunately, State GIF (General
Improvement Funds) may be available to pay for these improvements.  The City of Hot
Springs has filed an application for a GIF grant to pay for some, if not all, of the desired park
improvements.  A decision on which park improvements will be funded by grant should be
known by our October meeting.  Updates to follow.

- The members reviewed possible sidewalk repairs and other capital improvements in the Valley
using MAP-21 grant funds.  Further outreach efforts detailing the proposed improvements
will be made to Valley residents, companies and organizations before the grant’s filing
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deadline in September.  Upon a motion, the members approved writing a letter of support
for the grant.

- The members discussed possible improvements in Linden Park.  Members are asked to visit the
park before our next meeting and make a list of possible improvements they would like to
see in the park.  At our October meeting we will begin working on an Association-authored
master plan for the park.

- The members discussed using 2015 CDBG funds for improvements on Walnut and Cedar
streets.  Association members Lacefield and Kilgore will talk with area residents and
provide a list of desired improvements at our October meeting.

Toth reported that Garland County Historical Society (GCHS) is happy to preserve and share
WVNA records--provided the records are submitted electronically.  A list of possible records to
send to the GCHS will be reviewed at a future meeting.  In principal the members voiced support
for the WVNA joining the GCHS but before making a final decision, WVNA members want to
know the cost of an annual GCHS membership. [Note: due to a deadline, the WVNA Board
meet and approved paying a $60.00 membership fee to the Garland County Historical
Society using WVNA funds].

The members approved efforts to encourage the city to hire another animal control officer,
including writing a letter to the City Manager, meeting with the City Manager and requesting a
public hearing.

The members voted to hold our Fall Potluck Picnic at Baseball Trail Park on Saturday, October
25, 2014 [Note: Due to a scheduling conflict the WVNA Board met and voted to re-schedule
the Picnic for Saturday, October 18th] from 12:30 to 2:30 (the pavilion will be rented from
noon to 3:00 pm to allow for set-up and clean-up). The members approved using $125.00 in
Association funds to pay for picnic expenses.

Current members are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors to join the Association. 
Please call Toth at 623-4283 if you need a membership application.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the September 8th, 2014 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


