
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

July 14th, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.  Present were: President Toth (chair), V-P Lewis,
Treasurer Tyrity; WVNA members Linder, Lacefield, and Mandy and James Arce.

Upcoming Events

Park Avenue Community Association Monthly Meeting
Monday, July 21 @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength

Hot Springs Concert Band Summer Concert--“All Through the Year”
Monday, July 21 @  6:30 pm, Whittington Park

Hot Springs Concert Band Summer Concert--“Dance the Night Away”
Monday, August 4 @ 6:00 pm, Whittington Park

Gateway Community Association Monthly Meeting
Saturday, August 2nd @ noon, Webb Center

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, August 11, 2014 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

News:
- Lacy Sellars, Reverend at the First Presbyterian Church, has received his Ph.D. in Ministerial

Services.  A congratulatory card was sent to sent to Sellars.
- WVNA member Ricky Thompson has recently experienced some health issues.  A get-well

card was sent to Ricky.
- Jesse Hill recently passed; a sympathy card and remembrance was sent to Jesse’s wife, Fannie

Hill, who has been a long-time WVNA member.

The minutes for the May 12th, 2014 meeting of the Association were approved unanimously.

Toth presented the treasurer’s report.  As there was no meeting in June, the report covered a two
month period.  As of June 30th, 2014, the Association's account balance was $4,436.68--an
increase of $115.00 from the prior report.  Income was $110.00 in dues and $30.00 in donations;
expenses were a $25.00 payment to the Arkansas Secretary of State for the filing fee for the
Gateway Community Association’s “dba” (“doing business as”).

The members discussed logo designs for possible “Whittington Park Historic District” signs. 
The members agreed that a representation of the white bridges in Whittington Park and/or a
magnolia blossom are iconic for the district.  Possible sign designs will be presented at a future
meeting for review.  The members also discussed logo and letterhead designs for the
Neighborhood Association.  The members agreed that the current letterhead is acceptable but that
they would like to review a polished, high resolution version.

Project Updates
- The rain garden near Weyerhaeuser is now complete.  The garden’s plants are expected to

mature over the next year.  Max Sestilli, Hot Spring Storm Water Manager, observed the
garden during a recent heavy thunderstorm and reported that the garden handled inflows of
15 gallons per minute without any storm drain run-off.

http://www.WhittingtonValley.org


- The city of Hot Springs has competed repairs to the sidewalks in front of the Alligator Farm. 
The repairs included replacing large sections of the damaged/missing sidewalk and gutter.

- The city of Hot Springs is in the process of repairing the cut-through roadways in Whittington
Park.  The repairs include replacing the damaged and sinking sections of sidewalks along the
West Mountain cut-through.  The road bed has been prepped and paving should be
completed by the end of the month.

- The new toddler playground, with solar shade, is now complete in Baseball Trail Park.
- The city is currently awaiting award of CDBG funds to pay for replacement tables and upgrades

to the baseball field, dugouts and backstop in Baseball Trail Park.  Work should be
completed before the end of the year.

- Toth recently met with Liz Robbins, Executive Director of the Garland County Historical
Society, to research possible text for a historical marker for Baseball Trail Park.  The
Historical Society has no records on the park or its history.  Research efforts will continue.

- Working with city staff, the Association will seek funding for sidewalk repairs along
Whittington Avenue using MAP-21 grant funds.  Filing for the grant will be in September
2014.  Member feedback will be sought on the project before the grant request is finalized.

Toth reported that a photo from the Association’s recent Spring Potluck Picnic was published in
the Sentinel-Record.  The Association also sent a letter to Hot Springs City manager David
Watkins thanking the City Board of Directors for awarding supplemental CDBG funds to
improve Baseball Trail Park.

Current members are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors to join the Association. 
Please call Toth at 623-4283 if you need a membership application.  The members also discussed
the need for a mission statement and creating a brochure for the Association.  Drafts of the
brochure and mission statement will be presented at the next Association meeting for review.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the July 14th, 2014 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


