
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

April 14th, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.  Present were: President Toth (chair), V-P Lewis,
Treasurer Tyrity, Board Member B. Kilgore; WVNA members Linder, Lacefield, F. Kilgore,
James and Mandi Arce, and Eglit.  Guests: Linda Burns and Philita Jones.

Upcoming Events
Community Development Advisory Committee Meeting

Thursday, April 17th @ 1:00 pm, City Board Chamber
Park Avenue Community Association (PACA) Meeting

Monday, April 21st @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength.
Spring Fling City Wide Clean Up--Dumpsters at Dell & Park Avenue

Saturday April 26th thru Sunday, April 27th.   NO paint, tires or hazardous materials.
Gallery Walk "Tohoku: Through the Eyes of Japanese Photographers”

Friday, May 2, 2014, from 5-9 pm, Emergent Arts, 341-A Whittington Avenue. 
Gateway Community Association (GCA) Meeting

Saturday, May 3rd @ noon, Webb Community Center.
Household Hazardous Waste Event

Saturday, May 10th, 8 am-1 pm, Garland County Fairgrounds 4831 Malvern Avenue. 
Will accept items such as paint, household cleaners, pesticides, antifreeze, brake &
transmission fluid, e-waste, tires, etc.  All materials must be in original containers.

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, May 12th, 2014 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

News:
- Fannie Hill’s son recently passed.  A card was circulated for signatures and a check for $80.00

($25.00 from the Association, $55.00 collected at the meeting) will be sent.
- Reverend Lacy Sellers, Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, and his wife, Darlene, are proud to

announce the pending nuptials of their daughter on May 31st.  A congratulations card was
circulated for signatures.

- Mark Toth and Verna Linder will be hold a meet-and-greet event for Circuit Judge Candidate
Wade Naramore at their house on Saturday, May 19th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  For more
information call Toth at (501) 623-4283.

The minutes for the March 10th, 2014 meeting of the Association were approved unanimously.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of March 31st, 2014, the Association's account
balance was $4,368.78--an increase of $100.00 from last month.  Income was $100.00 in member
dues; there were no expenses.  Tyrity reminded members that their annual dues are now payable.  

Last month the members approved paying postage from Association funds for a mailing
reminding people that dues are now payable.  The WVNA Board decided to delay the mailing
until after April 15th so that a flyer could be included for the upcoming WVNA Spring picnic.

At their April 1st, 2014 meeting, the Hot Springs Board of Directors approved renaming
Whittington City Park as “Baseball Trail Park.”  The park’s toddler playground, which will
repurpose the unused shuffleboard court, is underway.  The Hot Springs Advertising
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Commission has agreed to place a historic marker in the park.  The marker can have up to 60
words.  Working with Liz Robbins, Director of the Garland County Historical Society, possible
topics and wording for the sign will be developed and presented at a future meeting for review. 
The Ad Commission has left open the possibility of funding additional improvements in the park
in FY 2015.  Finally, a re-naming ceremony may be held at a future date.  Updates to follow.

Project updates:
- The Association has requested $85,000 in CDBG funds to complete revitalization of Baseball

Trail Park.  Requested improvements include: replacing existing deteriorated walkway with
concrete, repaving the parking lots along Whittington Avenue, new tables, baseball field
renovation and repair of fencing.  Competition for these funds will be intense.

- Upon further research, we do not qualify for the “Innovative Projects” grant.  We had hoped to
use these funds to improve the baseball field in Baseball Trail Park.  It may be possible,
however, that the Ad Commission may fund some of these improvements in 2015.

- Work to secure MAP-21 funding to improve/renovate the sidewalks along Whittington Avenue
will start this month.  As plans are developed, they will be presented at a future meeting for
feedback.

- The rain garden at the corner of Whittington and Woodfin, near Weyerhaeuser, is currently
under construction and should be complete with 45 days. 

Lewis reported that ownership of the former nursing home on Woodfin has recently changed. 
The property was donated to Quapaw House; however Quapaw House has no intention of using
the building and are looking to sell it.  Linder reported that based upon her visual inspection, the
building is in very poor condition and had deteriorated significantly over the past two years due
to water leaks, settling and other serious problems.  We will continue to monitor the situation.

The members approved holding our Spring Picnic on Saturday, May 17th, 2014 from 12:30 pm
to 2:30 pm in Baseball Trail Park.  Flyers will be distributed.

Current members are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors to attend our meetings as a
way of expanding our membership.  Please call Toth at 623-4283 if you need an application.

James Arce reported on the possibility of creating a community garden in the Valley.  Lewis
volunteered a vacant lot he owns on Whittington for the garden.  Updates to follow.

Lacefield proposed that the Association explore staging/hosting a community clean-up on
Walnut and Cedar.  Updates will follow.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the April 14th, 2014 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


