
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

March 10th, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.  Present were: President Toth (chair), V-P Lewis,
Treasurer Tyrity, Board Members B. Kilgore and Johnson; WVNA members Linder, Lacefield,
F. Kilgore, Wallace, James Arce, Eglit, Hill, West, Pope, R. Thompson, Barton, and Olsen.

Upcoming Events
Emergent Arts Open House

Wednesday, March 12th, 4-6 pm, Dryden Pottery Annex
ASMSA Science & Arts Café Lecture Series: Anne Greenwood & Dr. Brian Monson,

"Painted Light:  The Art and Science of Color"
Thursday, March 13th, 7:00 pm @ Superior Bathhouse Brewery, 329 Central Avenue

First Ever Eleventh Annual World’s Shortest St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Monday, March 17th, 6:30 pm, Bridge Street, downtown Hot Springs

PACA Meeting
Monday, March 17th @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength

Hot Springs Board of Directors
Tuesday, April 1st @ 7:00 pm, City Board Room

Gateway Community Association Meeting
Saturday, April 5th @ noon, Webb Community Center

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, April 14, 2014 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

The minutes for the February 13th, 2014 meeting of the Association were approved unanimously.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of February 28, 2014, the Association's account
balance was $4268.78--an increase of $56.21 from last month.  Income was $90.00 in dues and
$6.00 in card sales; expenses were $18.40 in postage for a mailing to members and $21.33 in
supplies for our 2013 Christmas Party.  Tyrity reminded members that their annual dues are now
payable.  Upon a unanimous motion, the members approved paying postage from Association
funds for a mailing reminding poeple that dues are now payable.

Toth reported on the Association’s efforts to rename Whittington City Park to “Baseball Trail
Park.”  The City’s Parks Advisory Committee recommended the name change; this
recommendation goes to the Hot Springs Board of Directors for final determination April 1.

Lewis reported that the deadline for filing an Arkansas Historic Preservation grant to purchase
historic district markers has passed for this year.  Efforts are ongoing to determine designs for the
markers and will be presented for review at a future meeting.

Toth reported that the new toddler playground should be installed in Whittington City Park late
March/early April.  The members approved using Association funds to purchase refreshments for
a dedication ceremony.  Signage should note “Refreshments Provided by the WVNA.”

Approximately $404,000 in unused CDBG funds from prior years is available for “neighborhood
revitalization” projects.  Filing deadline is April 4.  The Association will seek a portion of these
funds for improvements in Whittington City Park, specifically to replace the pedestrian path and
pave/improve the parking lots along Whittington Avenue.

http://www.WhittingtonValley.org


The members discussed filing for an Arkansas “Innovative Projects” grant for Whittington City
Park.  Members agreed to seek funding to upgrade the parking lots to a permeable surface, thus
reducing stormwater runoff.  The members also discussed improvements to the park’s existing
Dixie League field consistent with a historical baseball theme.  The members voiced strong
support for the following improvements:

- Restoration/repair of the chain-link outfield fencing ($15,000);
- No signage on the outfield fencing (in the future, possibly consider installation of historical

signage along the right field side fence);
- A brick backstop with a 4-panel netting system ($12,000);
- Minor improvements to the infield (repair pitcher mound, home plate, fill in low spots, etc.;

keep current infield grass) (approximately $4,000);
- No renovation of the outfield other than filling low spots;
- Install of 6-8 solid color colored triangular flags lining outfield boundary fence/wall atop 10

foot poles (suggested that each pole be labeled with the name of a historically prominent
baseball player) ($6,000);

- Behind home plate, construct wooden covered structure consistent with 1930's grandstand
scheme and place aluminum stands inside ($13,000); and

- Install vintage Hot Springs specific scoreboard with park name and facade analog clock
($3,500).

Current members are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors to attend our meetings as a
way of expanding our membership.  Please call Toth at 623-4283 if you need a membership
application.

Upon a unanimous vote, the members approved the following slate of candidates to serve on the
Association’s Board of Directors from April 2014 to March 2015:

- President:  Mark Toth
- Vice President:  John Lewis
- Treasurer:  Darthy Tyrity
- At Large (two positions): Bernistine Kilgore and Fedette Johnson.

There was discussion about how to deal with unattractive property.  It is best to contact Bart
Jones, Director of Hot Springs’ Neighborhood Services (Code Compliance) and file a complaint
against the offending property.  Bart can be reached at (501) 321-6857 or bjones@cityhs.net.

J. Arce voiced support for a community garden in the Valley.  Lewis stated that he’d previously
attempted to create a community garden.  This issue will be discussed further at a future meeting.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the March 10th, 2014 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA

mailto:bjones@cityhs.net.

