
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
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February 17th, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.  Present were: President Toth (chair), V-P Lewis,
Treasurer Tyrity, Board Member B. Kilgore; WVNA members Linder, Heibner, Lacefield,
F. Kilgore, Wallace, James & Mandy Acre, and Eglit.

Upcoming Events

Hot Springs Board of Directors
Tuesday, February 18th, @ 7:00 pm, City Board Room.

Parks and Recreation Department Advisory Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 27th, @ 5:00 pm, Parks Dept. Board Room, City Hall Annex.

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, March 10, 2014 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

The minutes for the Jan. 13th, 2014 meeting of the Association were approved unanimously.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of January 31, 2014, the Association's account balance
was $4,212.51--unchanged from January 2014.  Tyrity reminded members that their annual dues
are now payable.

Toth reported that Weyerhaeuser has agreed to maintain the proposed rain garden around the
warning siren at the corner of Whittington and Woodfin.

At the January 2014 meeting, the members authorized writing a letter supporting the city’s
application for two EPA grants to identify and aid in cleaning up brownfield sites in the city
(namely unused buildings with hazardous materials).  Copies of the letter were distributed.

Toth reported on the Association’s efforts to rename Whittington City Park to “Baseball Trail
Park.”  The public comment period for the proposed name change closed February 5th.  There
were four comments received--all favoring the name change.  The Parks Advisory Committee
will meet February 27th and their recommendation will be forwarded to the Hot Springs Board of
Directors for final determination in March.

Lewis reported that efforts are ongoing to determine designs for Historic District markers. 
Possible design options will be circulated to the members by email before filing for a state grant
to purchase and install the markers.

Toth reported on a meeting with Hot Springs National Park Service personnel to discuss issues of
importance to Valley residents.  Highlights included:

- HSNP will support use of MAP-21 grant funds to improve Valley sidewalks;
- HSNP is open to the idea of placing Historic District markers in Whittington Park,

depending on the final design, number of signs, etc;
- HSNP is currently pursuing plans to place several electrical outlets in Whittington Park for

special events;
- While there is currently no funding to install lights in Whittington Park, this is something
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the Park Service could explore if money becomes available;
- HSNP asked the Association to request that the City survey the land at the west end of

Whittington Park for a possible planned sidewalk;
- HSNP is aware of the undermining of West Mountain Road over a storm culvert and is

working with other Federal Agencies to affect repairs; and
- HSNP is promoting use of Whittington Park for live “Shakespeare in the Park” plays.

Toth reported on his meeting with Hot Springs City Engineer Gary Canahan to discuss issues of
importance to Valley residents.  Highlights included:

- Adding Maple Terrace and the Federal Park cut-throughs to the City’s paving list;
- Agreeing to work together in design and construction of the rain garden at the corner of

Whittington and Woodfin so as to not hinder access to the bus stop or planned sidewalks;
- Agreeing to continue to work together to remove the excess dirt around the utility poles in

the Valley; and
- Agreeing to work together on obtaining MAP-21 grant to improve the Valley’s sidewalks

and other area pedestrian amenities.

Toth reported on his meeting with Lance Spicer, Hot Springs City Clerk, to discuss issues related
to obtaining a MAP-21 grant to improve the sidewalks in the Valley.  Highlights included:

- There may be remaining 2014 MAP-21 grant funds available for projects, which would
include possibly Valley sidewalk improvements.

- There will be a second round of MAP-21 funding for FY 2015 which can also possibly be
used for Valley sidewalk improvements.  

The members discussed the Association’s efforts to obtain funding for projects in the Valley. 
- 2013 CDBG funds.  $40,000 for a toddler playground in Whittington City Park.  Playground

should be completed in March 2014.  The Association may host a dedication ceremony.
- 2011-13 CDBG funds.  Approximately $404,000 in unused funds from prior years is available

for “neighborhood revitalization” projects.  Filing deadline is early April.  Members are
encouraged to talk with Toth (phone: (501) 623-4283) or Lewis to discuss adding possible
qualifying projects to our upcoming funding request.  Currently the Association will seek a
portion of these funds for additional improvements in Whittington City Park.

- 2015 MAP-21 Grant.  This grant is for cities wanting to improve transportation “links” to
Federal Park land located within urban municipalities.  Toth and Lewis are working with the
City of Hot Springs and the National Park to obtain these funds to improve the sidewalks in
the Valley.  As the application and planning process continues, members will receive regular
updates and have opportunities for input and comment.

Current members are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors to attend our meetings as a
way of expanding our membership.  Please call Toth at 623-4283 if you need a membership
application.

Nominations for the Association’s Board of Directors were made.  Additional nominations can
be made at our March 2014 meeting.  The nominees include:

- President:  Mark Toth
- Vice President:  John Lewis
- Treasurer:  Darthy Tyrity
- At Large (two positions): Bernistine Kilgore and Fedette Johnson.



The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the February 17th, 2014 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


