
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

January 13th, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.  Present were: President Toth (chair), V-P Lewis,
Treasurer Tyrity, Board Members B. Kilgore and Johnson; WVNA members Linder, Heibner,
Lacefield, F. Kilgore, Wallace, and Regan.

Upcoming Events

PACA Meeting
Monday, January 20th, @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength.

Tri-Lakes MPO
Tuesday, January 21st, @ 10:30 pm, Transportation Depot.

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, February 17, 2014 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.
Note: Rescheduled one week later due to inclement weather.

The minutes for the November 14th, 2013 meeting of the Association were approved
unanimously.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of December 31, 2013, the Association's account
balance was $4,212.51--a decrease of $496.09 from the previous month.  Income was $80.00 in
members dues.  Expenses last month were $100.00 for door prizes for our Christmas Party, $400
in charitable gifting, $65.05 in supplies for our Fall picnic and $11.04 in postage.

Tyrity reminded members that their annual dues are now payable.

Toth reported on actions taken by the Board since the last meeting of the membership.  The
Board authorized two mailings to the members, with postage paid from Association funds.

Mark Toth is arranging for a group to attend the February 16th matinee performance of “Steel
Magnolias” at the Pocket Theater, 170 Ravine Street.  The play starts at 2:30 pm.  Tickets are
$10.00.  If you would like to attend, please call Toth at 623-4283 so he can make reservations.

The City of Hot Springs is installing emergency warning sirens in and around the Valley.  These
should be operational within a few weeks.

The Hot Springs Board of Directors approved the Thermal Basin Fire District regulations, which
apply to the Valley.  The Association had supported creation of the Fire District.

The City Board of Directors did not fund hiring an additional animal control officer in their 2014
budget.  The Association had supported hiring another officer.

The Association’s “2013 Amendment to the Park Whittington Plan” was approved by the Hot
Springs Board of Directors in December 2013.
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The Sentinel-Record, in separate articles, detailed the Association’s Christmas charitable gifting
to the Roanoke Baptist Church, the Hot Springs CSO and the First Presbyterian Church.

The members discussed the Association’s efforts to obtain funding for projects in the Valley. 
- 2014 CDBG funds.  $30,000 for improvements to Whittington City Park (to repair the dugouts

and baseball field, and to install new tables and an access ramp at the east end of the park
along Whittington Avenue).  Funds should be made available Fall 2014 with work will begin
thereafter.

- 2013 CDBG funds.  $40,000 for a toddler playground in Whittington City Park.  Playground
should be completed in March 2014.

- 2010-13 CDBG funds.  Approximately $400,000 in unused funds from prior years is available
but must be “reprogrammed” before the money can be spent on neighborhood revitalization
projects.  The Community Development Advisory Board has forwarded to the City Directors
just such a recommendation.  The process of reprogramming these funds will likely finish in
April 2014.  Once available, we will seek a portion of these funds for projects in the Valley.

- 2015 MAP-21 Grant.  This grant is for cities wanting to improve transportation “links” to
Federal Parks located within urban municipalities.  The Valley is uniquely qualified for this
grant since Whittington Park is a federal facility.  Members agreed we should work with city
staff to complete an application requesting funds to improve the sidewalks in the Valley--as a
means of improving pedestrian access to Whittington Park and linking said park to
Bathhouse Row.

- 2014 Arkansas State Improvement Funds.  State Rep. John Vines has stated that if possible,
he will ask that available funds be used for improvements in Whittington City Park.

The Hot Springs Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, acting on our request,
recommended renaming Whittington City Park to “Baseball Trail Park.”  A sixty-day public
comment period is now open through February 5th, 2014.  Members are encouraged to provide
written  comments to the Hot Springs Parks & Recreation Department, 110 Opera Street, Hot
Springs, AR 71901.  The proposed name-change should go to the Hot Springs Board of Directors
for final approval in February or March.

The members discussed completion of the Bypass extension out to Fountain Lake.  Those
members who have not already written to the Highway Department in support of the project are
encouraged to do so.  Write to: Scott Bennett, Director, Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department, P. O. Box 226, Little Rock, Arkansas, 72203.

After a discussion, the members voted unanimously to support the City’s application for two
EPA grants to identify and aid in cleaning up brownfield sites in the city (namely unused
buildings with hazardous materials).  The Association will provide a letter of support for
inclusion with the City’s grant application.

The members discussed possible locales in the Valley that might be listed on the National
Register of Historic Sites.  Listing on the Register requires the property owner’s approval and
cooperation.  The Showmen’s Association is interested in such a listing, as is the Crystal Cave
and the Roanoke Baptist Church.  Toth will contact the Alligator Farm about Fogel Field.  The
Association wants to put together a list of sites and preliminary supporting documentation by
September 2014; after which we will consult with the Hot Springs Planning Department about
grant opportunities for completion of the formal register application.



The members discussed placement of signs delineating Whittington Park Historic District.  The
members voiced support for placing three signs: one at each end of Whittington Park and one at
West Mountain Drive.  Preference was for smaller signs similar to those in the Quapaw-Prospect
Historic District.

Current members are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors to attend our meetings as a
way of expanding our membership.  Please call Toth at 623-4283 if you need a membership
application.

By our February meeting, Toth and Tyrity will explore presenting the Association’s 2013
Organization of the Year Award to Dryden Pottery.  Also before our February meeting, Toth and
Tyrity hope to present to Bob Maner’s daughter, Suzanne Moss, the plaque honoring Maner’s
service to the Association.

Tentatively, Toth and Lewis plan to meet with the National Park Service to discuss issues of
interest to Valley residents.  The members voiced a desire for assistance from the park service on
the following items:

- Support of using MAP-21 grant funds to improve Valley sidewalks;
- Exploring the possibility of placing Historic District signs in Whittington Park;
- Exploring the possibility of placing lighting in Whittington Park;
- Discussing installation of sidewalks at the ends of the park to link the north and south sides

of Whittington Avenue around the park;
- Undermining of West Mountain Drive near drain pipe;
- Support for renaming Whittington City Park;
- Providing access ramps to Whittington Park;
- Repaving the cut-throughs in Whittington Park.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the January 13th, 2014 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


