
Meeting Notes, January 29th, 2014
Hot Springs National Park

Attendees: Mark Toth, WVNA President; John Lewis, WVNA V-P; Josie Fernandez, Park
Superintendent; Mark Scott, Park Maintenance Supervisor.

Location: National Park Service Maintenance Office, 601 Whittington Avenue, Hot Springs,
AR.

The meeting began at 10:00 am.

There was a discussion about obtaining a MAP-21 grant in fiscal year 2015 to complete:
- The sidewalks along Whittington Avenue (with access ramps, curbs and gutter, etc.),
- Install and/or improve crosswalks and sidewalks along Central Avenue near Bathhouse row;
- Provide a safe pedestrian connector between Whittington Park and Bathhouse Row;
- Improve handicap accessibility to Whittington Park; and
- Provide safe pedestrian links to the trails on West Mountain.
There was agreement that these were desirable projects.  Over the next few months, the
Neighborhood Association, in consultation with the Park Service, will work with City and State
officials to complete preliminary design work and generate cost estimates for submission with
the grant request.

Toth and Lewis explained that the Neighborhood Association was working to obtain a grant to
fund three Historic District markers/signs in the Valley.  The Association wanted to know if it
would be possible to place these markers/signs in the right-of-way inside Whittington Park. 
Fernandez said this may be possible depending on several factors; however no decision could be
made until the design and size of the markers is finalized.

There was a discussion about placing lights in Whittington Park.  Fernandez stated that the Park
Service is currently exploring the possibility of running electrical service into the park.  This
would provide electrical outlets, likely in one or two spots, for special events (such as concerts
or live plays).  While currently there is no funding available to install such lights, this is
something the Park Service could explore should money become available.

Toth explained the neighborhood’s desire to have crosswalks and sidewalks at each end of
Whittington Park—thereby providing handicap accessible connectors between the sidewalks on
the north and south sides of Whittington Avenue at the ends of the park.  Fernandez stated that
before deciding on the placement of a sidewalk at the west end of the park (near Weyerhaeuser),
a survey should be completed to determine what land is in the right-of-way.  Ideally, given
budgetary and administrative constraints, it would be faster for the City of Hot Springs to
complete the survey.  Toth and Lewis agreed to see if the city is amenable to completing the
survey.

Fernandez confirmed that the road cut-throughs in Whittington Park are maintained by the City
of Hot Springs; and should the neighborhood want these cut-throughs repaved, the request
should be made to the city.



Toth explained that several Valley residents were concerned about the undermining of the
recently paved West Mountain drive over a storm covert where the road turns out of the Valley
and runs parallel to downtown.  Fernandez stated that this was an issue the Park Service was
working to address.  However, the road project was under the authority of the Federal Highway
Administration and there were delays in effecting repairs.

Fernandez asked that when members of the Neighborhood Association walk on the park trails,
that they make note of any maintenance or safety issues and pass these along to Park personnel. 
Due to budget cuts, the Park Service is unable to survey the trails on a regular basis and currently
they rely on public feedback to direct repair and maintenance efforts.

Fernandez explained that a group is considering staging plays in the National Park.  The plan is
for such plays to be staged on Arlington Lawn; however Fernandez wanted to know if
neighborhood residents would object to such live programming in Whittington Park.  Toth and
Lewis stated that they believed that many Valley residents would support additional live
programming in Whittington Park.

Fernandez agreed to write a letter supporting the renaming of “Whittington City Park” to
“Baseball Trail Park.”

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter. 

Notes by Toth; reviewed by Lewis and Fernandez.


