
Meeting Notes--Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association
www.WhittingtonValley.org

November 11th, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 6:45 pm.  Present were: President Toth (chair), V-P Lewis,
Treasurer Tyrity, Board Members B. Kilgore and Johnson; WVNA members Linder, Heibner,
Lacefield, F. Kilgore, Wallace, Downie and Pope.  Guests: R. Thompson.

Upcoming Events

Planning Commission Review of Whittington Plan Amendment
Thursday, November 14th @ 6:00 pm.  HS City Board Chamber.

PACA Meeting
Monday, November 18th, @ 6:00 pm, Tower of Strength.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Review of Park Naming Request
Thursday, November 21st @ 5:00 pm, City Hall Annex.

WVNA Christmas Potluck Party (>>> NOTE THE NEW DATE <<<)
>>>Tuesday, December 10th @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

PACA Christmas Potluck Party
Monday, December 16th, 2013, DeLuca’s Pizzeria, 407 Park Avenue.
Note: RSVP Darlene at 620-4959 by December 10th.

Next Meeting of the WVNA        
Monday, January 13, 2014 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

SPECIAL NOTE:  After the meeting, we learned there was a scheduling conflict with our
Christmas Party.  Consequently, we have rescheduled our party for Tuesday, December 10th
starting at 6:30 pm.  Please note the new date on your calendars.

          
The minutes for the October 14th, 2013 meeting of the Association were approved unanimously.

Tyrity presented the treasurer’s report.  As of September 30, 2013, the Association's account
balance was $4,708.60, an increase of $35.00 from the previous month.  Income was $30.00 in
members dues and $5.00 from greeting card sales.  There were no expenses last month.

Association member Barbara Clark is back home after a recent hospitalization.  Association
members Phyllis Emert-Rogers and Fannie Hill are each dealing with an illness in their families.

Verna Linder is arranging for a group to attend the December 15th matinee performance of
“Christmas Belles” at the Pocket Theater, 170 Ravine Street.  The play starts at 2:30 pm.  Tickets
are $10.00.  Those wanting more details can call Verna at 623-4283.

The members discussed the Association’s recent and ongoing efforts to obtain funding for
projects in the Valley.  These include:
- 2014 CDBG funds.  Some $30,000 for improvements to Whittington City Park were recently
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approved by the Hot Springs Board of Directors.  These funds should be made available in
late 2014.  There are some $60,000 in discretionary CDBG funds available for FY 2014.  If
these funds have not been assigned to any other projects by September 2014, we may
consider applying for these funds for projects in the Valley.

- 2013 CDBG funds.  Approximately $28,000 remains to be awarded at the discretion of the
H.S. City Manager.  As per the directive of the members at our October 2013 meeting, we
have requested these funds for sidewalk improvements along Whittington Avenue.  Updates
to follow.

- 2010-12 CDBG funds.  There are approximately $300,000 in unused funds from prior years. 
However, to use these funds for neighborhood revitalization, the city needs to amended their
2010-2014 Comprehensive Plan.  If the Plan is successfully amended, these funds should be
available in Spring 2014.  Once available, we will seek a portion of these funds for projects in
the Valley.

- 2015 MAP-21 Grant.  This grant is for cities wanting to improve transportation “links” to
Federal Parks.  The Valley is uniquely qualified for this grant since Whittington Park is a
federal facility.  Starting after the first of the year, we will begin working with city staff to
complete an application requesting funds to improve the sidewalks in the Valley--as a means
of improving pedestrian access to Whittington Park and linking said park to Bathhouse Row.

- 2014 Arkansas State Improvement Funds.  State Rep. John Vines has stated that if possible,
he will ask that available funds be used for improvements in Whittington City Park.

The members discussed the proposed “Thermal  Basin Fire District.”  The Hot Springs Board of
Directors had originally planned to review the Fire District in November but this was delayed and
looks to occur in December.  A draft of the Association’s letter voicing support for the fire
district was distributed.  Lewis will obtain details about the proposal’s open burning restrictions
and provide updates to the members.

The Association’s “2013 Amendment to the Park Whittington Plan” goes before the Planning
Commission for approval on November 14th.  If approved by the Planning Commission (which
is expected), the Amendment will be forwarded to the Hot Springs Board of Directors in
December 2013 for final ratification.

The members discussed efforts to rename Whittington City Park.  Parks and Recreation staff
voiced strong support for our proposal.  Our request goes before the Parks Advisory Committee
on November 21st; if approved by the advisory committee (which is expected), the proposed
name-change should go to the Hot Springs Board of Directors for approval in December.

The members discussed possible improvements to Park Avenue/Highway 7 and completion of
the Bypass extension out to Fountain Lake.  Currently the Arkansas Highway Department has
designated approximately $10 million for widening Highway 7 to five lanes from Gulpha Gorge
to the Highway 5/7 junction.  However the roadway at Gulpha Gorge will remain two-lanes (the
Highway Department cannot get clearance from the National Park Service to widen the road
through the gorge) and Park Avenue inside of the city limits (from the gorge to Central Avenue)
will also remain two lanes.  Widening a portion of the highway to five lanes only have it reduced
back down to two lanes will do little to improve public safety or reduce travel times to Hot
Springs Village.  The members agreed, upon a unanimous motion, that the funds currently



designated for widening Highway 7 between Gulpha Gorge and Fountain Lake would best be
used to meet some of the construction costs for the Bypass extension out to Fountain Lake; a
letter on Association letterhead will be provided to the Chamber of Commerce voicing this
opinion.

After a discussion, and upon a unanimous motion, the members authorized writing a letter to the
Hot Springs City Manager in support of hiring one additional Animal Control officer to work
evenings and weekends.

After a discussion, and upon a unanimous motion, the members authorized writing a letter of
support for the Park Haven Community Garden Group.

The members discussed possible locales in the Valley that might be listed on the National
Register of Historic Sites.  Listing on the Register requires the property owner’s approval and
cooperation.  Member Wallace will explore the possibility with the owners of the Showmen’s
Association and would like to see the Crystal Cave, which she owns, listed; Lacefield will
approach the Roanoke Baptist Church and Toth will contact the Alligator Farm about Fogel
Field.

The members approved the following charitable gifting from Association funds: $150.00 to the
First Presbyterian Church for their holiday program(s); $150.00 to the Roanoke Baptist Church
for their Thanksgiving meals program; and $100.00 to the CSO (Community Service Office) for
their early Headstart program.  Toth will coordinate publicity efforts.

The members authorized the payment of up to $35.00 from Association funds for expenses for
our Christmas potluck party.  Upon a motion, the members authorized five $20.00 cash door
prizes to be paid from Association funds.  Finally, the members authorized a mailing to the
members containing the minutes of the November meeting and an announcement about the
Christmas Party; postage to be paid from Association funds. After the meeting, we learned of a
scheduling conflict that necessitates rescheduling the Association’s Christmas Party to
Tuesday, December 10th starting at 6:30 pm.  Please note the new date on your calendars.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the November 11th, 2013 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


