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The meeting was called to order at 6:37 pm.  Present were President Toth (Chair), VP John
Lewis, Treasurer Tyrity, members Linder, F. Johnson, Bernstine and Frederick Kilgore, Heibner,
Hill, Carolyn Lewis, Chris Jones, Wallace, Anita and Daniel Hughes.  Guests included Erin
Holliday, Executive Director of Artchurch Studio dba Emergent Arts and Michelle Sestili,
CDBG Consultant to the City of Hot Springs.

Upcoming Events

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Technical Committee Meeting
Tuesday, April 9 @ 10:00 am.  Transportation Depot. 

PACA Meeting
Monday, April 15 @ 6:00 pm.  Tower of Strength Ministries.

Spring Fling Clean-Up
Saturday, April 27 and Sunday April 28.  An opportunity to dispose of non-hazardous
large-bulk items. A dumpster will be placed at Dell Street and Park Avenue. 

The Arkansas State HOG Rally
Friday May 2 thru Saturday May 4.

Hazardous Waste Drop Off
Saturday, May 11th from 8 am till noon.  Garland County Fairgrounds.     

Next Meeting of the WVNA   
Monday, May 13 @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

8th Annual Stueart Pennington Running of the Tubs
Saturday, May 18, 2013.

Erin Holliday, Executive Director of the Valley’s own Artchurch Studio, dba Emergent Arts,
made a presentation outlining their plans for expansion and relocation.  The organization has
outgrown its available space at 301 Whittington and will, over the summer, relocate to 4,000
square feet of currently unused space at Dryden Pottery.  Space at the new site will include a
dedicated gallery, a performing arts studio and a visual arts studio.  The additional space will
allow for two classes to be held simultaneously.  Plans are for more classes to be held
(including ceramic classes in cooperation with Dryden Pottery) and possibly other classes
aimed at adults.  During the summer, the space, which has sat unused for many years, will be
renovated inside and out.  The organization is in the middle of a capital campaign to raise
funds for the renovation.  The new Emergent Arts Studio and Gallery will formally re-open in
September 2013.  The church at 301 Whittington Avenue will be re-purposed as an arts
education center under the name Whittington Place.

The minutes for the March 11, 2013 meeting of the Association were approved unanimously.

Tyrity presented the Treasurer's report.  The Association’s account balance was  $4,667.59, an
increase of $50.00 over the previous month.  Income was solely from membership dues. 
Expenses were $25.00 for a memorial to the First Presbyterian Church in Bob Maner’s honor. 
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The members authorized a mailing to the members, postage to be paid by the Association,
reminding members that dues are now payable.

The Board will explore and report back to the members on possibly establishing lifetime
memberships in the Association.

The members discussed ongoing improvement projects in the Valley.
- New playground equipment has been installed in Whittington City Park.
- Bids for repairs to the sidewalks around the Federal Park were open on March 19th. 

Unfortunately the lowest bid was for $31,000 and the grant is for only $15,000.  Efforts
underway to scale back the repairs or find additional money.

- Repairs to the storm drain at Whittington and St. George have been completed.

Members were informed that there is a possibility that some 2012 CDBG funds may be available
for “reprogramming” and that projects in the Valley are eligible for this funding.  Further updates
to follow as warranted.

On April 16th, 2013, the Arkansas Alligator Farm will ask the City Board of Directors to vacate
several platted but undeveloped streets behind their existing Zoo.  The members had previously
endorsed plans by the Alligator Farm to expand and possibly build a historic baseball museum on
the site.  Vacating the undeveloped roads is the first step in this process.  A letter of support, on
Association letterhead, will be provided to the City and Toth will attend the Board meeting.

Members are encouraged to write letters of support for extending the MLK Expressway over to
Fountain Lake.

Members decided that the Association’s Spring Potluck Picnic will be held on Saturday, May
18th from 12:30 to 3:00 pm in Whittington City Park.  Members unanimously authorized
purchasing beverages and supplies for the picnic not to exceed $100.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the April 8th, 2013 meeting of Whittington Valley
Neighborhood Association by majority vote of the members present on this
date,____________________________.

_______________________________                       _________________________________
Mark Toth, President John Lewis, Vice President
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA


