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Meeting of May 14, 2012

The meeting began at 6:40 pm.  Present: Pres. Toth (chair), V-P Lewis, Treasurer Tyrity, Board
Member Long-Everthart, WVNA members: Linder, Collins, Tom Wilkins, Richard Everhart, Downie,
Pietrzak and Heibner.  Guest: Suzanne Davidson.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
PACA Meetings

Monday May 21st, 2012 @ 6:00 pm.  Tower of Strength Ministries.
Monday June 18th, 2012 @ 6:00 pm.  Tower of Strength Ministries.

Hot Springs Concert Band Performances
Memorial Day Concert, Monday May 28th, 2012 @ 3:00.  Whittington Federal Park.
"Night and Day" Concert, Monday June 11th, 2012 @ 7:00 pm.  Whittington Federal Park.
"Movie Night" Concert, Monday June 25, 2012 @ 7:00 pm.  Whittington Federal Park.
"Come Sail Away" Concert, Monday July 9, 2012 @ 6:45 pm.  Whittington Federal Park.

Next Meeting of the WVNA
Monday, July 16th, 2012, @ 6:30 pm.  First Presbyterian Church, 213 Whittington.

Announcements
The members were informed of the actions taken by the WVNA Board since the April meeting:

 • Membership renewal notices were mailed to the members; $9.00 in postage paid by the Association;
• New checks ordered at a cost of $22.00;
• A thank-you letter was sent to the City Directors for awarding $15,000 in 2012 CDBG funds for

sidewalk repairs in the Valley.
The City’s “Operation Clean Sweep” is ongoing for the next two weeks.  Free CAPS pick-ups curbside

until May 18th.
As per our request, City and National Park Service personnel have agreed to repair the collapsed storm

drain at the corner of Whittington and St. George Streets (tentative completion date: August 2012).

The minutes for the April 9, 2012 WVNA meeting were unanimously approved.

Treasurer Tyrity reported that as of April 30, 2012, the Association’s account had $5,058.94--an
increase of $88.59 since March 31, 2012.  Income during the previous month was as follows: $23.00 in
greeting card sales, $100.00 in dues and $55.00 in donations.  Expenses were: $89.41 for check
printing; however this amount will be refunded as the check order was incorrectly filled.  Treasurer
Tyrity also reminded members that 2012 WVNA dues are now payable.

Toth reported that more than thirty people attended the Association’s 2012 Spring Potluck Picnic.  A
photo and caption have been submitted for publication in the Sentinel-Record.

The Association will be sponsoring the Hot Springs Concert Band’s August 20th, 2012 concert in
Whittington Federal Park.  On May 24th, Toth, Lewis, Linder & Tyrity will meet with representatives
from the Band to finalize the details of Association’s sponsorship.  Members are encouraged to pass
along any suggestions or ideas for the concert to Toth or Lewis by May 24th.

Lewis reported on the Association’s ongoing efforts to obtain Historic Register District designation for
the area around Whittington Federal Park.  The nomination paperwork will be presented to the
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Arkansas Historic Preservation Commission in Little Rock on August 1, 2012.  We will need to have
representatives at the commission’s meeting.

Update on CDBG projects in the Valley:
- In May, City Directors authorized $15,000 in 2012 CDBG funds for sidewalk repairs around

Whittington Federal Park.  Upon a query by the chair, the members expressed a strong desire that the
repairs focus on the north side of the 500 to 700 blocks of Whittington Avenue.

- Using 2011 CDBG funds, replacement bathrooms for Whittington City Park (WCP) have been
ordered and should be in place within 90 days.

- Using 2011 CDBG funds, new playground equipment should be installed in WCP by late-Fall.

Lewis reported that the Valley’s Alligator Farm is seeking to rezone a portion of their property while
keeping a residential R-3 buffer along St. George street (see attached drawings).  On a unanimous
Motion, the members agreed to support the Alligator Farm’s rezoning request and to provide whatever
assistance necessary to facilitate the rezoning, including vacating the platted but undeveloped streets
within the property.        

Toth reported on the HS Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s “Long Range Transportation
Plan.”  After reviewing the transportation improvement plan, upon a unanimous Motion, the members
voted to:   
- Request installation of a traffic light at the intersection of Park, Central and Whittington Avenues;
- Request that where appropriate Park Avenue between Whittington and Gulpha Gorge be widened to

only three traffic lanes (one traffic lane in each direction with a dedicated central turning lane) and
not be widen to 5 traffic lanes as currently proposed in the plan; 

- Request that Central Avenue between Grand and Market street be widened to 4 lanes ASAP and not
delay the widening until 2035 as currently proposed in the plan;

- Request that Central Avenue between Market and Spring Street be widened from 2 lanes to four
lanes ASAP; the current plan does not propose widening this stretch of Central.  However, this
widening project may first require the pay-off of CBID III bonds which are currently scheduled to be
retired in 2018.

Toth will submit a letter to the MPO with the membership’s requests.  Toth will also provide contact
information for the MPO to those members who want to submit their own individual comments.

A Motion was passed, with one dissension, to award plaques commemorating Maner, Tryity, Bridges
and Manzer for their years of service to the Neighborhood Association.

Rose Downie joined the Association.

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter.

Approved as the official minutes for the May 14, 2012 meeting of Whittington Valley Neighborhood
Association by majority vote of the members present on this date,____________________________.

__________________________________ ___________________________________
John Lewis, Vice President Darthy Tyrity, Treasurer
Whittington Valley Neighborhood Association WVNA
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