
Meeting Notes, May 1, 2012
Hot Springs National Park

Attendees: Mark Toth, WVNA President; John Lewis, WVNA V-P; Josie Fernandez, Park
Superintendent; Mark Scott, Park Maintenance Supervisor; Denny McPhate, Director of Public
Works Operations, City of Hot Springs.

Location: Superintendent’s Office, Hot Springs NP, 101 Reserve Street, Hot Springs, AR.

The meeting began at 10:00 am.

Toth stated that the Neighborhood Association was working with the Hot Springs Planning
Department to obtain National Historic Register District designation for the properties bodering
Whittington Park (NPS) and along Sabie Street, including Whittington Park (NPS) itself.

Toth explained that the Neighborhood Association was working with the City’s Engineering
Department to begin repairing/replacing the damaged portions of the sidewalks on the private
properties surrounding Whittington Federal Park.  The Association has obtained $15,000 in
CDBG funds to begin work; it is expected that this will be a multi-year project.  Toth asked
about Park Service possibly assisting in this effort by undertaking repairs to those sidewalks on
national park land, especially: (1) on the park property east of the intersection of West Mountain
drive and Whittington Avenues and (2) in front of the Park’s Maintenance Facility.  Fernandez
stated that funding was always tight but it might be possible to use end of year monies, assuming
there are any such funds, to undertake repairs to the sidewalk.  However, Fernandez stated such
repairs might occur over several years.

Toth explained about the collapsed storm drain at the intersection of St. George and Whittington
Avenues.  According to Hot Springs City officials, the collapsed storm pipe is located in the
National Park.  McPhate stated that using available Storm Water Funds, the city could complete
the repairs at no cost to the National Park Service.  Fernandez explained that before repairs could
be undertaken, both the Park Service’s Midwest Regional (MWR) Office and the Arkansas State
Historic Preservation Office (SPHO) would have to be consulted following the Section 106
process.  The following time line was proposed:

May 8th:  McPhate will develop written proposal with drawings outlining the scope of work to
be completed.  Proposal will be forwarded to Hot Springs National Park personnel (Mark Scott
and Tom Hill, Curator).  Scott and Hill will review and gather additional information, if
necessary, and forward the proposal to the Park Service’s Midwest Regional Office for review
and approval.  (MWR and SPHO get at least 30 days for consultation).
June 15th:  Estimated deadline for the Park Service’s Regional Office to grant approval. 
Proposal will then be forwarded to the Arkansas SPHO for review, consultation and concurrence.
July 30th:  Estimated deadline for the Arkansas SPHO to concur or not.
Early August:  Seek authorization from City Board of Directors for work to be completed.  If
needed, the Neighborhood Association can assist with persuading the Board to waive the
easement requirement usually required for such work.



Mid August: Schedule work dates (estimated work can be completed in two or three days). 
Consult with Hot Springs Concert Band so that work does not start on a date scheduled for a
band performance in Whittington Park (NPS).
End of August: Work to be completed.
Note: this time line is tentative and is subject to revision depending on unforeseen events.

Toth requested that additional trash cans be placed near the middle section of Whittington
Federal Park.

Fernandez volunteered to address an upcoming meeting of the Neighborhood Association.  
Lewis stated that the Association’s meeting are open to the public; Toth said an invitation would
be made later in the year if an opportunity presented itself (possibly in November 2012).

The meeting adjourned shortly thereafter. 

Notes by Toth; reviewed by Fernandez.


